
THE HARDIN TRIBUNE

MANY INQUIRIES
FOR FARM LANDS

"MONTANA MONTH" CAMPAIGN
WAS SUCCESS;itAILWAY

CHIEFS CLAIM.

More than 7,000 Letters Received
From- Warmers in Other States In
Response to Advertising of the
Railroads, Statment Says.

Before December was half over
the "Montana Month" campaign
In which Montana commercial,
civic clubs and communities joined
with the Northern' Pacific, the
Great Northern and the Burlington
railroads in advertising this state
throughout the nation, the rail-
roads had received more than
7,000 letters and inquiries rela-
tive to farm lands in Montana, ac-
cording to a statement sent out by
P. S. Eustis, of the Burlington, A.
B. Smith of the Northern Pacific
and A. J. Dickinson of the Great
Northern.
In addition to that numoer of in-

quiries, the general development cam-
paign brought 18,000 inquiries. The
statemeat of the three officials of the
transcontinental railroads in charge
of the advertising campaign, follows:
"Both at home and abroad Mon-

tana Month activities have brought a
greater appreciation of the Treasure
State's resources and opporturities.
By newspapers, magazines, mail, ra-
dio, by moving pictures and public
speakers, the country has been told
and told well the story of Montana.

Results Are Sure.
"The specific results from such ad-

vertising, as we have often empha-
sized, are not rapid but they are
sure. Oar railreads have published
Montana advertisements in 22 farm
journals. The three different ad-
vertisements have reached about 30,-
000,000 readers. Our Montana dis-
plays in time tables have reached
more than half a million in addition
In December Our Montana posters
have been read and studied by scores
of thousands. Your Montana inserts
have reached half a million or more.
"This campaign has shown what

may be accomplished by united ef-
fort.
"We believe in Montana and

pledge continued and enthusiastic
co-operation through the new year
and the years to come. To carry on
this important publicity for Montana,
your state institutions, the state pub-
licity department and chambers of
commerce are well qualified. Capital-
ize on what has been done by con-
tinued and persistent activities.
"Our general development cam-

paign to December 15 has brought
13,000 inqulriea and the special farm
advertising up to that date snore
than 7,C00 lettess and inquiries."

In Many Ways.
The people of the nation have been

advised in 25 different ways that
Montana has the cheapest farm land,
in proportion to its productivity, to
be found in the world; that Montana
leads the nation in the production
per acre of potatoes and may cereals;
that the state has unlimited undevel-
oped mineral possibilities; has vast
tracts of virgin land adapted to farm-
ing, poultry raising and stock grow-
ing; has immense undeveloped water-
power resources, and the cheapest
electrical power for manufacturing
purposes of any state in the nation;
that Montana's fruits are equal to
any state in the nation and superior
to the product of most of its sister
states.

Montana's Need.
The nation has been told that Mon-
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BEFORE THE PLIONEERS=a=THE BUFFALO,
MONARCH OF THE PLAMS, FURNDSHIED
FOOD MD SHELTER  FOR THE MOHAN 
By Martha Edgerton Plassmann.

OU must have seen a great
many buffalo when you
crossed the plains, didn't

vau?" I am often asked, and much
surprise is expressed when I reply
that we saw none, although our
route lay through their country.
From the Missouri to the Rocky
mountains, and north to the Sas-
katchewan was the chief buffalo
range. Here they roamed in
countless numbers, and the main

upon the bank below us a large
herd grazing close to the shore,
and as the boat approached they
would take fright and run down the
stream trampling down willows
and brush as they ran, and coming
to some turn in the river, keep
straight on, plunging over the
bank and each other, hundreds up-
on hundreds, while the boat, unable
to stop its progress in season,
would strike many of them with
its wheels."

cut it in thin slices for drying, and
made pemican of the dried and
pounded meat, often with berries
added. This use of berries and
choke cherries in pemican, may
have been the reason why so few
cases of scurvy occurred among the
fur traders.

It is estimated that in the thir-
ties, over a million robes were sent
east yearly. As late as 1860, there
were few so poor in the middle
west that they did not own a buf-

ey to carry Sitting band of
Sioux from Fort Buford to Stand-
ing Rock agency, I was one of its
pasengers to Bismarck. Near Fort
Peck, I think, a lone buffalo in-
cautiously wandering along the ri-
ver bank, was shot by one of the
boats' crew, and the boat stopped
to take it on board. Some kind of
a windlass was arranged attached
to the donkey engine, and the kill
was slowly hoisted on board by a
rope tied around its neck. It was
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More than once when on a boat going down the river have I seen upon the bank below us a large herd grazing close to the shore, and as theboat approached they would take fright and run down the stream, and coming to a bend in the river, keep straight on, plunging over the hank andeach other, while the boat, unable to stop, its progress in time, would strike many of them with its wheels.
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traveled roads to the Pacific coast
cut across this territory, and we
naturally expected to see them
while on our journey in 1863.
One day when we were on the

Laramie plains, or in that region,
three or four distinct objects were
pointed out by our infallible guide.
who told us they were buffalo.
They never came near enough,
whatever they were, to enable us
to decide whether they were buf-
falo or rocks, for we could not see
that they moved, and experience
had taught us to sometimes doubt
the statements of our guide. We
were always skeptical about there
being buffalo.
They were plentiful then forth-

er north. In 1862, when Judge F.
M. Thompson, designer of our
state seal, ascended the Missouri,
buffalo were numerous. In an ar-
ticle written for the "Massachu-
sets Magazine," he saps:
"The herds were not perceptibly

diminished from the days of Lewis
and Clark at the time of our expe-
dition. I have seen countless mul-
titudes upon the rolling prairies
bordering the Missouri river, be-
tween old Forts Pierre and Union.
At times the wheels of the steamer
were stopped for fear of injuring
both the paddle wheels, and in con-
sideration for the stupid, bull-head-
ed beasts who blocked the way.
"More than once, when on a boat

going down the river have I seen

tana wants experienced farmers who
are able to maintain themselves
while a crop is growing, and that it
emphatically does not want "deep sea
divers" or "oystermen," whose con-
ception of the principles of soil cul-
tivation is as rudimentary as that-of
a Pagan savage.

In all the publicity issued during
Montana month, the major note has
been: Montana wants men and mon-
ey; men who are experienced in di-
versified farming methods, in dairy-
ing, in poultry and bee culture, in
fruit growing and packing.

Montana wants the money necesary
to develop her water power, her coal
mines, her chrome, clay, arsenic,
lime, iron phosphate and numerous
other deposits.
Each county in the state has had

an opportunity to tell its particular
story regarding its resources and the
opportunities it presents.

Without a Hitch.
The program for advertleing Mon-

tana, which was adopted at Helena
September 25 last at a meeting at-
tended by representatives of the
state's chambers of commerce, form
organizations. service clubs, state de-
partments, representatives of the
Burlington, Great Northern and the
Northern Pacific railways, in re-
sponse to an invitation from the state
department of agriculture, has been
carried out without a hitch.
The publicity committee will now

direct its labors into a new channel,
that of taking care of those who have
become interested by the state's ad-
vertising campaign to the extent of
desiring to locate in the state.

Proper steps will be taken to ad-
vise with such homeeeekers to the
end that they may he placed In com-
munisation with those best calculat-
ed tcaterve their interests in the mat-
ter of investment.

At Fort Laramie, when we reach-
ed there, the Sioux had gathered
in force, to receive their annuities,
which may acount for no buffalo
having been seen by us. It was as
well that our curiosity was not
gratified, or it might have proved
disastrous judging from a scene I
witnesed in the Yelowstone park,
when visiting it in 1892.

Our camp was near the foot of
Mary's mountain, up which a
touring coach, drawn by four
horses was laboring. Suddenly the
team swerved to one side, break-
ing the tongue, and nearly over-
turning the coach, as a herd of
buffalo charged across the road
in front of them. There was a
chorus of shrieks from the passen-
gers, all of them Eeasterners, who
feared the huge beasts would
turn and rend them. Having been
assured by their driver that such
was not their fate, they walked
down the mountain and spent the
night in the valley. They were
told that when a herd of buffalo
are running, they keep right on
right on regardless of what is in
the way, and it is dangerous to be
in their pgth. This is true of
stampeding catle also.

The Indians often made use of
this peculiarity to secure a large
supply of meat, and a quantity of
robes, by stampeding the buffalo
over a bluff, and killing them by
the wholesale. To accomplish
this the curiosity of the buffalo
was first aroused on seeing an In-
dian covered with a buffalo skin
including the head. They would
follow him, to discover, if possible,
what sort of creature he might be.
At first they advanced slowly,
then increased their pace, until,
when close to the bluff, he leaped
fiside, trusting that their own mo-
inentum, aided by the pressure of
lose in the rear, would be suffici-

ent to carry the buffaloes over. It
was hazardous to act as a decoy,
and sometimes the leading buffalo
turned before reaching the bluff,
causing a failure of the drive. By
this method of killing buffalo,
many robes were lost through the
animals being mangled.
At first•there was smale trade

in robes, the great fur companies
having been organized to secure
beaver skins, but even then the
buffalo were indispensible to the
trapper, as to the Indian. It furn-
ished their principal food supply,
covering for their lodges, and their
bedding. Without it no white man
could have long survived in the
wilds of the Northwest. Buffalo
tongue was considered the choicest
part of the slaughtered animal, and
frequently white hunters saved
little else. It was coarser grain
than beef tongue, but much more
savory, as all will testify who have
tasted it. The Indians preferred
buffalo meat to any other kind of
game, caling it "real food." They

falo carriage robe. They were
not then looked upon as indicative
of the wealth of the owner, but as
necessities. Bear or wolf robes
wer used by the rich.

To supply so many robes there
must have been vast herds of buf-
falo on their two principal ranges
which were in the Arkansas region
and the northwest. The size of
these herds can be judged, when it
is said that Generals Sheridan and
Custer rode for three days through
a moving herd before passing be-
yond it. This seems almost in-
credible, as buffalo have been
known to attack hunters. Agnes
Laut recounts such an incident of
an Indian hunter, whose horse, be-
coming frightened, ran from the
wounded buffalo that charged it,
and when last seen, the infuriated
animal was steadily gaining. What
was the fate of the man and horse
was never known, but can easily be
surmised.

Another story is told by John
MacDonnell, who was a partner in
the North-West company, that il-
lustrates the immense number of
buffalo in the north country at the
beginning of the last century. A
stampeding' herd through the Qu'-
Appelle valley, in some places
broke through the ice. With the
thawing of the ice, thousands of
the drowned were carried down
past the fort for three days. Mac-
Donnell counted seven thousand
three hundred and sixty, before he
abandoned the self-imposed task.

It is now many years since the
buffalo ranged over Montana, yet
their trails are still discernible,
deeply worn in the earth. Robert
Vaughn, in "Then and Now,"
tells of seeing bufalo roaming over
the site of the present city of Great
Falls, and the paths they followed
to the river, were often pointed out
to men. There were a few buffalo
in the neighborhood of Fort Ben-
ton, as late as the early eighties.
when it is reported a clergyman
joined a party to hunt them. He
saw them and had a fine opportun-
ity to kill one, were it not for his
being attacked by a severe case of
what is commonly termed "buck
fever," which sadly demoralized
his aim.
On going down the river in 1883,

I saw a half a dozen of the clumsy
beasts racing along parallel with
the boat, and a quarter of a mile
away. On discovering them there
was great excitement among the
pasengers on board of the boat,
and every man who had brought a
gun with him raced to his cabin
to get it. Ranged along the deck
railing, they opened fire on the
fleeing animals, but with no per-
ceptible effect. They kept right
on, and so did we, until a friendly
bluf intervening, they were lost to
view.

Again, when ifl 18,§1, the "Far
West" made its memorable journ-

not a pretty sight, and we watched
it apprehensively, believing that
from that day buffalo meat would
be on our bill of fare.

Those who had not seen the ani-
mal might have expresed surprise
at our state of mind, but a glance
at that ancient bull, evidently an
outcast from the herd, would have
been sufficient for a thorough un-
derstanding of our mental attitude.
Among the pasengers was an army
oficer's wife from Fort Assinni-
boine. She was a charming wo-
man, and refined to the point of
fastidiousness. An unwilling wit-
ness of the taking On of the buf-
falo, she was the first to voice the
fear that it was henceforth to grace
our menu.

On Missouri river steamboats,
probably with an eye to army con-
tracts, army officers and their
wives took precedence of civilian
pasengers, in choice of state rooms
and seats at the table. My seat
was next to the lady mentioned.
and it was amusing to hear her
inquire at every meal when meat
was set before her: "Waiter, what
is this?" and the colored waiter,
who entered with zest into the fun
of the affair, always answered,
wtih a liberal display of ivories:
"Buffalo steak, ma'am."
That was enough. From the

date of the killing, that woman be-
came a pronounced vegetarian. It
is likely the roustabouts at that
buffalo, but it could not have been
much tougher than the beef served
to us.

Merchants to Meet
February 13 and 14
Members of the Retail Mer-

chants' association of Montana
will gather in convention in Hel-
ena February 18 and 14, and pre-
parations are now being. made for
the entertainment and other de-
tails of the meeting.
The February dates were fixed

with the idea of a larger attendance
being obtained at that time.
The meeting will be presided over

by Ray R. Porter, merchant of By-
num and Neihart, who was elected
to the presidency tr succeed 0. V.
Tate, formerly of Cnrter who has re-
moved from the state. Other officers
of the association are: A. J. Akam,
Livingston, first vice president; H.
J. Faust, Drummond, second vice
president; H. W. Schnell, Seattle
secretary-Counsellor; 0. L. Breack-
man, Helena, treasurer; U. H. Ber-
nard, Kalispell, secreta-y
A membership campaign Is new

being put on by the association and
a souvenir edition devoted to the
coming convention will be issued
shortly by the association's trade or-
gan, the Montana Trade Journal.

G. N. MAY BUILD
NEW EXTENSION

RUMORS OF LEWISTOWN-NEW
ROCKFORD CUTOFF ARE

REVIVED.

Line Would Serve Petroleum, Me.
Cone, Garfield and Dawicon Coun-
ties Which are Now Many Miles
From Steam Transportation.

With the new year came re-
ports that have revived speculation
concerning construction of the
Great „Northern's contemplated
branch 1:9e from Lewistown, Fer-
gus county, to Ritchie, Dawson
county, and persistent rumors of
plans to build have led to the be-
lief that a definite announcement
will be made before the year is
very old.

One of the most persistent reports
that recently has beeorne current is
one from Lewistown which has it
that a contract has been entered into
there for cemtnt with which to reline
the two tunnels partially completed a
short distance east of Lewistown.
Representatives of the road point
out, however, that .this work would
not necessarily mean thet the Lewis-
town rsitchie section would be im-
mediatly built. Relining of the tun-
nels will be necessary this year, it
Is understood, to prevent damage re-
suiting from their present condition.

Recently there has been talk
among the Great Northern employes
that something in the nature of de-
finite action regarding the Lewis-
town-Ritchie section will be taken at
St. Paul right away. As the report
Is circulated, the major matters com-
ing up for conside'ration will deal
:Imre specifically with things from
which construction of the extension
might result later in the year.

Recent events have tended to at-
tract attention, to previous mention
made of a possible unification of the
Great Northern„ Burlington, and the
Northern Pacific systems. In rail-
road circles, it is considered probable
that this project will be most import-
ant before the Great Northern man-
akement m the immediate future,
but that the decision reached in this
matter can easily have a bearing on
the Montana extension.
The proposed Lewistown-Ritchie

cutoff would be 200 miles in length
and furnish transportation facilities
to an immense territory lying be-
tween the Milwaukee and Great
Northern main lines. The survey
made several years ago for the exten-
sion crosses the Musselshell river
east of Winnett and continues east
therough Garfield, McCone and Daw-
son counties to Ritchie. The sur-
vey passes through the town of Jor-dan, county seat of Garfield county,
which is now reputed to be the seat
of government in the ljnited States
that is farthest from a railroad. The
town is served by stage and freight
outfits from Miles City, a distance of
97 miles. Jordan has neither tele-
phone nor telegraph but radio brings
it into instant communication with
the outside world.

In the Jordan region and at the
other places along the survey diver-
sified farming has been far advanc-
ed, while in other localities big live-
stock outfits operate. Virtually all
the land between Winnett and Jor-
dan has been homesteaded, but de-
velopment has been retarded because
iotfibadequate transportation faCil-tes

Immediately preceding the war,
construction was started on the Lew-
istown end of the proposed extension
but operations were suspended inde-
finitely when the grade had been par-
tially built to Grass Range and two
tunnels within that stretch nearly
completed. War conditions com-
pelled the suspension and post-war
conditions have until now prevented
serious consideration being given to
resumption of the work.

Take Body to Finland.
The body of A. Lundgren, Elk

Park Dairyman, who was killed when
his truck collided with a Northern
Pacific train at an East Butte
crossing on Nov. 29, has been ship-
ped to his former home at Heising-
fors, Finland. At the time of the
accident Mrs. Lundgren was in Fin-
land, but returned immediately. The
parents of the dead man are well-to-
do hotel owners in his native coun-
try. The body was placed in a herm-
etically sealed coffin .
a

IT BREAKS
TRUE TO LINE

By scoring "Perfection" Plaster
Wallboard on both sides it will
break true to line, or you can
cut it with a saw just like lum-
ber. It is fireproof, water-
proof and insect-proof and bo
suitable fOr the most artistic in-
teriors as well as for all odd
Jobs.

Got Sample and Booklet from—

MONARCH LUMBER CO.,
Great Falls, Montana

or local dealer.

Made by Western Wallboard
Co., Seattle, Washington


