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ßill oof Otó Election
Many Interesting stories are told in 

•elation to electioneering bills. Some,"- 
of .course, will never' be related. Pat
i i ^  Mella of No. 98 Sáckett street, 
Brooklyn, has as a souvenir an ac- 
'.count dated 1S26, and issued; to Sir 
Mark Somervilíe. It reads as follows :

"My bill:—To eating sixteen free
holders above stairs, at three* shill
ings and sixpence a head, is to me two 
founds and twelve shillings. To eat- 
fng sixteen more below stairs and two 
priests after supper is to me two 
pound and fifteen shillings and nine- 

' pence. To six beds in òhe room and 
four in another at two .guineas every 

' bed, and not more than four in any 
bed a t ib e  tíme, cheap enough, God 
knows, is to m é 'twenty-two pounds 
and fifteen shillings. To eighteen 
horses and five mules about my yard 
all nighty at thirteen pence every one 
of them, and for a man which was .lost 
on the head of watching them all 
night; is to me five pounds five shill
ings odd.

ÍPor breakfast, or tay, in .the morn*
; ing for every one of them and as many 

more, as they brought, as, near as I 
can guess, is to mo four pounds twelve- 
•shillings. ■ .
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Of old Japan there were few vio
lent contrasts between rich and poor 
and, in fact, the industrial plutocrat 
was unknown, says a contributor to 
the Loudon Mail. The nobly born 
were rich, if rich at all, only in land 
and rice, and they, were not envied,- 
-as (hey seem to belong to the natural 
•order of creation. But to-day the 
tradesman and the manufacturer,, 
who were once almost the lowest of 
mankind, infinitely below the tillers 
■of the soil, are becoming insolently 
rich and are the real lords of Japan, 
while the children- of Samnral are 
glad to get small clerkships from 
those whom their fathers despised.

2 have been spending much time 
in darkest Tokyo of late and the mi
croscopic misery to he found there 
would make a story appalling to those 
who fancy that Japan Is nothing but 
swaying lanterns and. Eoftly falling 
cherry blossoms. Buying and selling 
is conducted on such an infinitesimal 
scale among these submerged wretch
es that the sum of sixpence will pro-

The richest baby in the world is said 
to be the son of the late Harold Brown 
of Providence, R. I. The death, within 
a few days of each other, of his father 
and his uncle, left this youngster the 
possessor of a tortune which is esti
mated at between forty and fifty mil
lions of dollars.

The youngest general in the World 
is Sultan Ahmed Mirza, youngest son 
of the late Shah Oj. Persia, and brother 
of the present shah. He was born in 
1891 and is, therefore, only 13: but he 
Is a full general in the Persian army, . 
and has a regular staff. He holds re- I 
Tdewe of tho troops and plays soldier 
witb an army corps for a plaything.

The youngest king in the world is 
Daudi Chua, king of Uganda, who is 
now eight. He holds his court seated 
on a scarlet throne with a leopard 
skin mat under his feet, and bearing 
In his hand a toy gun. The British ex
ercise a protectorate over the young 
king and his kingdom, and havo es
tablished for him a sort of parliament.

One of the most remarkable physi
cal features o f the globe is the deep 
and wide depression in the hollow of 
which stands the Caspian sea, and 
near ho it the sea o f Aral. The Cas
pian is nearly as large as France, and 
’Its surface is eighty-four feet below 
the the level of the Black sea. The 
sea of Aral is nearly as large as Ire
land, and is very little over the sea 
level.’ 1 Within recent geological times- 
the vast expanse in which these lakes 
are found was sea. Its floor has been 
.gradually raised, and the waters filling 
the depressions are all that is, left of 
.an ancient Mediterranean. A strange 
feature of both bodies of water is 
'that, although they receive large riv- 
-ers, especially the Caspian, into which 
the Volga, the Ural river and scores 
o f streams, from the Caucasus flow, 
tooth have for many years been getting

,l._ "To raw; .whiskey and punch, with
out talking of pipes and tobacco, as 
•well as for'porter, and as well for; 
breaking a pot up stairs' and' other 
glasses and delft for the first day and 
.night, I am not sure; but for three' 
days and a half of the election, as* lit
tle as I can call it and not be very 
exact, It is in all or thereabouts, as 
near as I, can guess and not be too 
particular, Is to me seventy-nine 
pounds,' fifteen shillings ’ and nine- 
pence. • For shaving and cropping off 
the heads of the forty-nine freeholders 
for Sir Marks, at' thirteenpence for 
every head of them:by my brother has 
a Wote is to me two pounds, thirteen 
shillings and onepence.

"For a womit and nurse for poor 
.Tom Kernan in the middle of the 
night, when he was’ not expected, is to 
me ten bags. I .don’t talk of tbe piper 
-or for keeping him sober as long as he 
was sober, is to. m e‘ton pounds an"d 
ten. shillings.

“ (Signed in the place)
“JENNY CARS.

His
“BRYAN X GARRITY.” 

mark.
"—New York Herald. ^

vide a handsome stock fof a hawker 
in popular lines of food.

Among these unfortunates, who 
often walk the streets at night for 
want of a half-penny to engage lodg
ings on a damp floor swarming wltn 
vermin, one hears the doctrines of 
Proudhon and Ferdinand Lassalle. dis
cussed volubly. Their works have 
been translated into little pamphlets 
and read-to the illiterate, by the occa*. 
sional scholar who carries a few 
thousand ideagraphs in his brain.

“Japan has come so far,”  they all 
say ; “why will it not be well to go 
the entire route, or at least so far as 
the ideal state?”

Poor, hungry, bedraggled dreamers! 
But they are not alone, for the Japa
nese of all ranks outside of the bour
geoisie and the great nobles are ask
ing the same thing. With eminent 
practicality they ask: Why is it not 
as easy to get a government that rep
resents the best conception of man as 
to worry along with a makeshift that 
is manifestly imperfect?

Before Japan lies the sinister shad
ow of an irresistible conflict.

Little Daudi Chua speaks English 
and gives state dinners, at which there 
is a curious mixture of Afrioan and 
European foods and customs, though 
the royal table is supplied with fine 
linen, cut glass and silver brought out 
from London. At these banquets the 
chief duty of the Prime Minister is to 
see to it that his royal master does 
not eat enough to make himself sick.

Tho youngest^,professional organist 
in tho world is^Kathleen Mills, who 
presides over the great organ in the 
Catholic church at Ongar, Essex, Eng
land. The regular organist falling ill, 
little Miss Mills took her place and 
played for several Sundays with such 
skill on the instrument that all the 
people were - astonished when they 
found out that a child of eleven years 
was presiding over the keys and stops.

The youngest master of-fox hounds 
in the world is Lord de Clifford, who 
is eighteen, and has been master Of 
the - Dalgan pack,- in' County Galway, 
Ireland. for two years.

shallower. Evaporation, for they have 
no outlet, iexceeds the inflow. But,' for 
some* climatic reason probably, like 
Lake Aral add its neighbor, Lake 
Balkhash, have since 1891 been, in
creasing in' depth. “Nature" reports 
that M. Berg visited Lake Balkhash 
last summer, and found that tbe level 
was rising with comparative rapidity. 
Whereas the Caspian, like the Dead 
sea, is very salt, owing to the rate of 
evaporation, Aral and Balkhash are 
brackish only. These remnants of 
what was once a great sea opening 
into the ocean, as the Mediterranean 
does now, still contain marine , fish 
and seals. Some of the latter survive 
in the Aral and . Baikal lakes, having 
gradually become fitted for their habi
tat, though it is no longer salt, but 
merely . brackish, and, in the case of 
Baikal, actually fresh water.—London 
Telegraph. ■ 11

ALEXANDRA OWNS . FINE DOGS.
- ”  -Her Highness ( Possesses Great Skill 

in Training „Canines.
Queen Alexandra, who has made her 

•yearly visit to, Denmark; the land of 
her girlhood, Is fond of'dogs, and has 
all sorts, sizes and breeds. She pos
sesses great sMH In1 training them, 
and the pets which’ she has about her 
are. all capable of wpnderful tricks. 
But there was one dog upon which 
her majesty confesses- that in vain 
she used to cast longing eyes. It was 
a famous performing' canine named 
‘Minos, and it was the rage as a soci
ety entertainer. Invitation cards at 
great London houses used to bear tbe 
strange announcement,'“To meet the 
dog. Minos.” The following story of 
this remarkable creature is often told 
by the Queen, according to an English 
contemporary: Upon one occasion,
when bidden to carry a^handkerchief 
to the most beautiful lady ln the room, 
the mischievous fellow, sprang up to 
Queen Victoria and laid It at her feet 
The latter laughed merrily, flicked the 
dog in the face with her 6wn hand
kerchief and bade him do his duty 
honestly. Thereupon the dog picked 
up his handkerchief and, in great 
humility, approached Queen Alexan
dra, then the Princess of Wales, lay 
down, and placed the handkerchief be
fore her.—Leslie's Weekly.

WHY HE COULDN’T COME.

Valet Gave Good Reason, But a Poor 
Excuse.

E. Hi Harriman whose controversy 
with George. Gould, in the Northern 
Pacific-Great Northern plan has been 
much discussed of late, had some 
years ago-a valet named Banks.

Banks was in a hundred ways an 
oddity. He took snuff, he wore a wig, 
he sported a thumb ring, and in the 
depths of winter protected himself 
with neither gloves nor overcoat.

Mr. Harriman says that one morn
ing when he awoke he found that 
Banks had neglected to call him, and 
that neither his shaving water nor 
his hath had been prepared. Accord
ingly he shouted:

“Banks!.. Banks!”
“Yes, sir,” Banks shouted back. 
“Banks, where are you?”
“ I’m up in my room In bed, sir.” 
“Why, what do you mean by lying 

abed this hour In the morning? Come 
here at once!” Mr. Harriman stormed.

“I can’t do it, sir,”  Banks cried 
lustily.

“Why can’t you do it?”
“I can’t do it, sir. I'm drunk, sir.”— 

Albany Argus.

Turned Him Out.
At this point a man with a harsh, 

rasping voice rose up in the hack 
part of the hall.

“Will you allow me to interrupt 
you for a moment?” he asked.

"Certainly,” said the candidate, who 
was presenting his claims in an elo
quent speech.

“Didn’t you say to the delegation 
that called on you a few weeks ago 
that you wouldn’t turn your hand over 
for any office in the country?”

“I did, sir.”
“Will you explain what you meant 

when you said that?”  . '
“Yes, sir. I will make tt so plain 

that any fool can understand it. I 
said I wouldn’t turn my hand over 
for any office. I meant It, sir,” said 
the orator, in a voice of thunder. 
"How can a man turn his hand over 

'without showing the cards he holds? 
Now, will you quietly go somewhere 
and soak your head?”

But the friends of the ..candidate 
shouldered the man out with more 
or less noise and confusion.—Chicago 
Tribune.

Wiping Out Taxation.
Here is a very important fact which 

has just arrived from England. It is 
that English cities are wiping out tax
ation by applying tbe principle of pul* 
lie ownership to public conveniences.

The British government has collect- 
'ed figures from about 1,100 towns and 
cities showing where the public rev
enue came from. It has discovered 
that 31 per cent of the revenue comes 
from the various enterprises owned 
by the cities, such as gas companies, 
electric light companies, street cars, 

•water companies, etc.
In 1902 these publicly owned under

takings brought in $75,359,750, or near
ly one-third of the total revenue. The 
taxes, o f course, are reduced by this 
system of public ownership. The pub
lic get better service for less money, 
and there are fewer private corpora
tions to corrupt public officials. There 
are no airogant gas trusts in English 
cities.—Chicago American.

The Life That Counts.
The life that counts must toll and fight; 
Must fcate the wrong and love the right; 
Must stand-for truth, by day. by night— 

And this the life that counts.
The life that counts must aim to rise 
Above the earth, to sunlit skies;
Must fix Its gaze on Paradise—

And this tho life that counts.
The life that counts must hopeful be; 
•In darkest night make melody;
Must wait the dawn on bended knee— 

And this tho life that counts.
The life that counts must helpful be;
The cares and needs of others see.
Must seek the slave of sin to free—

And this the life that counts.
. \

The life that counts Is linked with God. 
And turns not from the cross, the rod; But walks with joy where Jesus trod— And uUs the lire that counts.

I  Old and New Japan

About the Caspian Sea
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Seemed Like a Sermon
Now and then E. H. Sotherin admits 

visitors to his dressing room. Ho did 
so in Cincinnati, where he entertained 
& somewhat nervous and excitable 
gentleman during his moments ’off 
tbe stage.”

In the midst of one of their argu
ments during which the visitor expos
tulated volubly, there entered the 
room a dignified and decorous colored 
man, who advanced to the center, say
ing In an earnest monotone:

“Have you no fear of God?” and 
mysteriously departed as he came.

Mr. Sothern’s guest was greatly 
dumfounded, but was too well bred to i 
ask questions. Resuming his argu
ment he again grew heated in his re
marks, and again the colored- man 
quietly and mysteriously entered, and, 
clearing his voice, declared:

. “If you were the Sevil himself, .do 
you think you could make mo like 
you?”

To the guest’s surprise, the actor 
took the interruption as a matter of 
course, so Sothern’s visitor in a dazed 
manner continued his argument, only 
to be interrupted again and again by

the same colored Intruder; this ttxa* 
with the remark:

“I know you now, and God knows ¡1 
pity you.” -  v :

Mr. Sothern’s guest .was now to# 
surprised to talk.. He eat in a col
lapsed condition until the same mam 
had entered three.separate times, and 
in an expressionless voice had said:
, “I am as changeless as the sun. T 
will carry my- soifl pure to heaven.

“ You are the strange woman. .
“ You shall be as beauLful is I am 

and as happy.”
This last remark was too much far 

the , man’s nerves. He was barely 
able to,gasp:

•“Sothern, what the ——  does this 
mean? Is this a joke or an insama 
asylum?, Who is this fellow?”

“That,” said the actor, “that is sim
ply m y. dresser, Lewis. His duty Is 
to notify me of the progress of the 
play by lines. In that manner I 
know when my cue comes.”

“ Oh ” said Mr. Sothern’s guest, wip
ing great beads of perspiration from 
his face, “I was beginning to believe I 
had ’em.”

The smallest backboned animal in 
the world is a fish. It was discovered 
in Buhi, a mountain lake in the island 
of Luzon, in the-Philippines. The tiny 
creature has two names out of all pro
portion to its size. The one given it 
by the natives is sinarapan, and doubt
less has some significance in the lan
guage o f the Bicols, the natives living 
in the lake region. The scientific 
name is mystichthys Luzonensis, .and 
means the smallest fish inhabiting Lu
zon.

The largest of the species measures 
but half an inch in lengtb, and the 
smallest not more than one-fifth of an 
inch. It would take about 6,000 of 
them to weigh a pound. Fortunately 
for the fishmonger of Luzon, the 
sinarapan is not sold by the dozen, or 
even by the hundred. They are meas
ured by the quart.

Small as the fish Is,. It forms an Im
portant food staple, even in a country

so rich in these products. The ap
pearance of the native fish dealer with 
his basket of sinarapan is hailed with 
delight by the soldiers as well as the 
Filipinos. No net is fine enough, a* 
hook is small enough to catch these 
fish. The natives have solved the 
problem by using a finely woven cloth 
as a net, and in this way gather la 
thousands at one swoop. When pro* 
paring them to eat they are first- 
drained in a'basket Next they are 
mixed with pepper and other spices, 
made into cakes, and laid upon leaves 
in the sun, where they soon dry. Theh 
they are ready to be eaten.

The natives count them a great deli
cacy, and say that they possess a 
flavor quite their own and very dis
tinctive. They are never cooked, as 
this seems to dry up all the. goodness 
in them, and deprives them of their 
flavor, leaving them tasteless and un
palatable.—London Mall.

Use of Alphabet
The two nations credited with the 

invention of the alphabet are the 
Phoenicians and the Persians. But 
it is not usually conceded that tbe 
two are entitled to anything like equal 
credit. The Persians, probably in the 
time of Cyrus the Great, used certain 
characters of the Babylonian script 
for tbe 'construction of an alphabet; 
but at this time the Phoenician alpha
bet had undoubtedly been In use for 
some centuries, and it is more than 
probable that the Persian borrowed 
his idea of an alphabet from a Phoe
nician source. And that, of course, 
makes all the difference.

Granted the idea of an alphabet, it 
requires no great reach of construct
ive genius to supply a set of alphabet
ical characters; though even here, it 
may be added parenthetically, a study

of the development of .alphabets w il 
show that mankind has all along ha# 
a characteristic propensity to copy 
rather than to invent.

Regarding the Persian alphabet 
maker, then, as a copyist rather that 
a true inventor, it remains to turn- at
tention to the Phoenician source 
whence, as is commonly believed, the 
original alphabet which became “the 
mother of all existing alphabets”  
came into being. It must be admit
ted at the outset that evidenoe for the 
Phoenician origin of this alphabet Is 
traditional rather than demonstrative. 
The Phoenicians were the great trad
ers of antiquity; undoubtedly they 
were largely responsible for the 
transmission of tbe alphabet from oae 
part of the world to another, once it 
had been invented.—Henry Smith Wil
liams in Harper’s Magazine.

Poison in Daily Foods
A matter of practical science to 

which legislation must be directed 
much more seriously than has yet 
been done was brought before the 
congress of medicine recently held at 
Madrid. Dr. Brouardel, of Paris, 
spoke strongly of the dangers arising 
from the addition of antiseptics to 
wine, beer, cider, milk, syrups, butter, 
fish, preserved fruits and other com
modities which are in daily use • as 
food. It is well known that salicylic 
add, salicylate of soda, sulphites, 
borax, boric acid, formalin and a va
riety of other chemicals are employed 
to make the substance in questipn 
“ keep,”  the pretence being that they 
are used in such small quantities as 
to be innocuous. To this allegation 
Dr. Brouardel opposed two indisputa

ble facts, determined by analysis and 
experiencer—first, that the preserva
tives employed are used in far larger 
quantities than the users admit, and, 
secondly, that the continued consump
tion o f alimentary substances cob* 
talning these antiseptic- material^ 
even in very small proportions, be- 

i comes gravely detrimental to the hu
man organism, amounting in the long 
run to slow'poisoning. Man’s consti
tution has not been made for the daily 
elimination of minute doses of poisoia 
In this insidious form of ml3chiefc may 
lie some of the blame for our phyp 
ical degeneracy. Apparently the erff 
is of such sort than international 
measures may be necessary, to check 
it. Treatment of food in this manner 
should not be called adulteration, but 
poisoning pure and siinple. J •

Japan’s Time.
“Standard time’" has been adopted 

by Japan, by European residents in 
China and by the telegraphs and rail 
ways of-that country.

A clock in Tokio would point with 
its minute hand as a clock in New 
York would. The hour hand would, 
*n a 24-hour basis, be 14 hours fast. 

The naval action at Chemulpo 
hick began tbe war opened at 11;40

a. m., Japan time, Tuesday, February. 
0. That was the equivalent of 9:40 p. 
m. Monday, February 8, in New York.

Any operations in Manchuria would, 
come under Asian coast time,“ which 
is 13 hours taster than ..New York's,

The line where “ time changes”— 
where a ship loses a day going west 
and gains one going east—is drawn ir
regularly down the Pacific coast east 
of New Zealand, whose time is 19ijj 
hours "faster”  than San Franclaca. .


