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BIG TIMBERITES NIX DEER CREEK PROJECT
CITY MAY HAVE 

ICE SKATING 
RINK

Weather must cooperate to 
freeze water on tennis courts

What Big Timber needs is an ice 
skating rink! How many times have 
you heard that statement?

Well, it looks as if we might get 
one, thanks primarily to the efforts 
of Bill Jarrett Bill and friends are in 
the process of setting up a skating 
rink on the tennis courts in the City 
Park. Plastic sheets have been laid 
down on the court surface with 
hopes of freezing water on top of it

Morris Felton from the Felton 
Angus Ranch donated hay for the 
project, which has been placed 
around the perimeters of the rink 
Now all we need is some cold 
weather!

The project was undertaken with 
the approval of the City Council. 
However, funds to purchase sup
plies needed to get the rink in opera
tion must come from private 
sources. Anyone wishing to make a 
donation should contact Mr. 
JarretL

HONOR ROLL 
STUDENTS 

ANNOUNCED
It’s time for announcements from „ 

the various colleges about local stir- 
dents who make the honor rolL 
Congratulations to these scholars:

University of Montana ( Missou
la) - On the Dean’s List, fall quarter 
were: Mark Joscphson and Kathy 
Willems, both with straight A’s, and 
Sheri Bcckcn, Susan Gust, and 
David Sell with a grade point aver
age of 3.50 or better.

Montana State University 
(Bozeman) - Marlys Drange, Jeff 
Green, Jim Hansen, Kevin Pearce, 
Barbara Pcdula, Robin Roc, Anna 
Vukasin, and Lloyd Rue, all with 
3.25 or better for the MSU autumn 
quarter.

Eastern Montana College (Bil
lings) - Libby Alexander of Big 
Timber and Jean Komick of Reed- 
point excelled academically during 
the fall quarter, earning a 3.5 or 
better.

THIS PICTURE was on the back of a poet card sent to Selmar Solberg by his sister, Helen Solberg Fowler, 
around 1910 or 1911. A t the time Mr. Solberg was a student at MSU. The photo was loaned to us for publication 
by his daughter, Mrs. Sigrid Fjare.

The Big Timber Pioneer, in its July 7, 1910 edition, recounts “ How Big Timber Celebrated the Glorious 
Fourth” . At 10:30 that moming“the band — and it proved a surprise to all, the numerical strength and ability the 
band displayed — assembled at the comer of McLeod street and Second avenue and rendered several enlivening 
airs.” The float above was described in the newspaper thusly:’’Wearing his most benevolent smile, and all know 
“ Willie’s" smile, Landlord Tucker of The Grand was seated in a rocking chair, with what looked very much like a 
family Bible on his knee while anon he would cast an approving glance at the glistening brass bed and other 
furniture which formed a fac-simile of a guest room in his hostelry, as proclaimed by a banner reaching the length 
of the float.”

NONE FAVOREDPROPOSAL AT 
PUBLIC HEARING HELD HERE

FATE OF CANAL LIES IN THE HANDS OF STATE LEGISLATORS
There was standing room only in 

the Sweet Grass County Court
room last Wednesday night as local 
people, plus a few out-of towners, 
gathered to hear about the Lower 
Deer Creek Canal Project But if 
there was anyone in the room who 
favored the proposal, they didn’t 
raise their hand when Mark O’ 
Keefe from the state Department of 
Natural Resources and Conserva
tion asked for opinions.

About 58 of the 80-plus people 
who attended the public meeting 
raised their hands in opposition to 
the Lower Deer Creek project 
However, endorsement of the con

cept of off- stream water storage was 
nearly unanimous.

O’ Keefe indicated one purpose of 
the meeting was to take input from 
this community to the state legis
lators, who will decide the fate of the 
project DNRC will not make a 
recommendation on the proposal, 
but merely served as the informa
tion gatherer for this and 30 other 
water projects whose investigation 
was mandated by the 1981 Legis
lature. Sponsor of the bill, Senator 
Dave Manning D-Hysham, was 
also present at Wednesday’s ga
thering

Exorbitant costs of the project 
$ 186 million for construction of the 
nearly 40-mile long concrete-lined 
canal and two 30 megawatt genera
tors plus an earth- filled dam holding 
34,000 acre-feet of water, were a 
major factor in the group’s dis
approval A gloomy picture for re
turn on such an investment was 
painted, even without considering 
any benefits derived from the pro
ject above the sale of electricity.

Sweet Grass County Ranchsr 
Bud Pile, whose land would be 
flooded by the dam, criticized 
DNRC for the department’s lack of 
concern towards the land owners

whose -property the canal would 
cross. He also pointed out the reser
voir would not support recreation 
due to the level fluctuations, and he 
doubted the people deriving new 
irrigated land from the project 
would be as favorable towards it if 
they knew they might have to share 
the cost

The Pioneer will endeavor to in
form it’s readers when the Lower 
Deer Creek Canal proposal will be 
presented to the legislators so ad
ditional input on the project can be 
transmitted to them directly in 
Helena

STILL NO NEWS 
ON FUTURE OF 

STILLWATER 
COMPLEX

PGM A ANACONDA 
CONTINUE TALKS

ARCO SHUTDOWNS IN 
STATE HAVE NO SEARING 

DEWEY SAYS
Although negotiations are re

ported to be “ firming up” no con
crete announcement has yet come 
out of the talks between Stillwater 
PGM Resources and the Anaconda 
Company concerning the fate of 
platinum and palladium mining in 
the Stillwater Complex.

PGM spokesman Joe Dewey 
said Tuesday in Big Timber offi
cials from both companies had met 
Monday. He expects a decision on 
the outcome of the talks within the 
next three months but as of now 
PGM will continue their summer 
plans of assessment work and up
grading claims. Essentially, work to 
be conducted in the summer months 
of 1983 will parallel operations last 
year. No change in the Big Timber 
office staff is expected and Dewey 
said he does not foresee Brass 
Monkey, the miners’ base camp, to 
be opened this year.

According to Dewey, Arco’s re
cent announcement of the closing of 
operations in Butte and Columbia 
Falls has no bearing on the talks 
being conducted with PGM and if s

FREE CROSS 
COUNTRY SKI 
CLINIC OFFER

Get out your Crocs Country skis- 
there's going to be a free clinic to 
help you polish up your skills - or 
learn techniques if you’re a be
ginner.

Gene and Mary Langhus, expert 
cross country skiers, will be con
ducting the session on Friday night, 
January 14 at the Dugoul The class 
will start at 7:30 pm.

Covered in the one-night course 
will be equipment, clothing, and 
skiing techniques. Everyone is in
vited to attend

CONSERVATION DISTRICT TO 
HOST ANNUAL MEETING

The Sweet Grass Conservation 
District will be hosting it’s Annual 
Meeting next Tuesday evening 
Jan. 18thattheHigh School lunch
room. The program will begin at 
7:30 and everyone is invited to 
attend

Scheduled to speak that evening 
is Dr. Lyle Meyers, a research 
veterinarian at Montana State Uni
versity. His topic will be “ Scours” . 
Another guest, John Sanders, from

the state Department of Natural 
Resources and Conservation, will 
address the issue of water reser
vations.

Door prizes will be given and 
refreshments will be served at the 
meeting More information may be 
obtained by contacting the Conser
vation District office in the federal 
building across from the courthouse 
or by calling 932-2011.

LEARN HOW TO PARENT BETTER
Parents - both Moms and Dads - 

are encouraged to take part in the 
“ Better Parenting” workshop to be 
offered in Big Timber during the 
next five weeks. The course, taught 
by psychologist Mike Stuehm of 
Harlotown, is made possible by 
funds from a Maternal and Child 
Health block grant received by 
Sweet Grass County.

The classes will be held at the 
Sweet Grass Clinic on Tuesday 
evenings beginning January 18 at 
7:00 and will run for five weeks. 
Although pre- registration for the 
once-a-week session is not neces
sary, it would be helpful if those 
conducting the classes could have 
an idea how many to plan for. If you 
would like to attend or would like

more information, contact the 
Clinic at 932-2196.

Teacher Stuehm, who has de
signed the classes, explained the 
main topics of each session

1. Introduction and history of 
families.

2. Communications and listen
ing

3. Basic behavior principles and 
behavorial changes.

4. Two behavior management 
systems.

5. Specific child management 
problems and how to handle them

Stuehm said the course will con
centrate on parenting children of all 
ages, from infants through teen
agers. Both mothers and fathers are 
urged to attend the sessions.

THESE BTGS STUDENTS were part of the 8th grade art class which recently completed a mural 
along the hallway by the library. Shown signing their names to the finished work are, left to right, Bev 
Broesdcr, Danette Schuman, Eric Ameson, and Mike Christensen. The project was overseen by 
instructor Bonnie Connor. (Pioneer Photo)


