
Crisis Center effort re-organized, needs volunteers
The Family Crisis Center needs your 

help to stay in business so it will be 
there to help you or your neighbors. 
You can help in two ways: offer your 
home as a temporary, short-term shel
ter, and attend a family violence work
shop this Saturday.

A major effort was made to keep the 
battered spouse shelter near Ronan 
open but it proved to be unfeasible 
financially and impossible to keep staf
fed all the time with volunteers. One 
problem was volunteers living there 
could not divulge its location to family 
and friends.

Other urban shelters, usually finan
ced through United Way funds, are 
able to have 3-5 paid staff members for 
their shelters.

Many victims of domestic violence 
in Lake County were helped through 
the major efforts of a few volunteers 
and through community support of 
the former shelter. The Board of Direc
tors of the Family Crisis Center feels, 
however, that more people in need 
can be reached with better services 
provided through the development of 
an alternative program using “safe 
homes”. This program has proved 
effective in many other similar areas in 
Montana.

The Family Crisis Center is appeal
ing for more volunteers in order to 
provide aid to victims of domestic 
violence in the near future. This service 
depends on the help of men and 
women from the community in order 
to function. At the present, several 
people have offered help but more are

needed. Volunteers must have time to 
give to being on call to meet with 
victims, learn listening skills, help the 
client with making his/her own deci
sions, give appropriate information on 
domestic violence, make referrals to 
proper agencies, and act as a victim’s 
advocate. Volunteers must be over 18 
years of age and not chemically depen
dant. They wiii work in pairs and not 
be sent into dangerous situations.

The crisis center board is also seek
ing caring persons willing to offer their 
private homes as “safe homes” for the 
temporary, short-term emergency 
sheltering of victims and their children. 
These safe homes are kept strictly 
confidential. Extreme security mea
sures are taken to protect the safe 
home owners. The family provides a 
room and meals for which they will be 
reimbursed in some manner, if required

Domestic violence, the physical or 
emotional abuse of a spouse, is a 
crime. It reaches all levels of society 
and is believed to be most prevalent in 
middle and high-income groups who 
least readily seek help. The pattern of

abuse is passed on to the children who 
then become abusers or victims. Do
mestic violence often ends in murder.

The results of abusive relationships 
costs society a great deal financially 
and in lost human potential. It touches 
our basic values about love and inti
macy and challenges our fundamental 
assumptions about what families should 
be and how people should relate to 
one another.

Currently available statistics indi
cate approximately 36 cases of re
ported spouse abuse every month in 
Lake County: 65% Native American 
victims and 35% other ethnic groups. 
The actual amount of abuse is more 
likely 3 to 5 times this number, because 
not all come to the attention of law 
enforcement or welfare agencies.

To learn more about the problem 
and how it might be dealt with, please 
attend the domestic violence workshop 
this Saturday, March 9 at the Methodist 
Church in Ronan. Registration begins at 
8:30 am. Topics to be presented include 
medical and legal aspects of battering,

(Concludes on page 18)

Joni Gordon, administrator of the Family Crisis Center hired in November 
1984, has a bachelor’s degree in Behavioral Science from Westminster 
College in Salt Lake City. She has done counseling through the juvenile 
probation office in Salt Lake City and worked as a family counselor in 
Kalispell. She was instrumental in setting up the Kalispell Rape Crisis 
Line and acted as a consultant to that group. Jessie Levshakoff, the local 
program’s manager, moved to Poison from Alaska, where she had several 
years experience working with abused spouses and children.
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