
Turtle Lake center to be re-opened March 16 with celebration
The people of the Turtle Lake Indian housing area south

east of Poison, have been busy during the last several 
months learning to be a community.

They’d like to invite the rest of the Reservation community 
to stop by for a visit later this month and see what they’ve 
been up to.

Behind the coaxing of Louis and Rosemary McLeod 
and Bill Kirkeldie, the HUD housing residents formed a 
tenants association that chose for its first project the 
rehabilitation of the neighborhood’s abused community 
hall. That done, they committed themselves to drafting and 
following a plan for managing the building. Their goal is to 
make the center a place of pride and enjoyable activity 
instead of a target of vandalism by bored, unsupervised 
youngsters.

Salish and Kootenai Housing Authority director Bob 
Gauthier said the tenants association was formed during

meetings last summer called by SKHA for discussing plans 
about placing a park at Turtle Lake. One of the most 
pressing needs identified by the tenants at the meeting was 
the destruction by degrees of the community center there.

Between then and now, thanks to a lot of clean-up work 
by the neighborhood’s families and some rehabilitation 
money from SKHA, the building is ready for use. Part of the 
building will be used for neighborhood recreation and part 
for Salish Kootenai College classes and workshops. Main
tenance expenses will be shared.

In celebration of the tenant association’s success at fixing 
up the center, the community is hosting a rededication of 
the facility at 1 p.m. on Saturday, March 16. On the agenda is 
dinner, a few speeches, and maybe some drumming and 
singing.

What went on at the Arlee and Poison district meetings
Far from being reheated leftovers, the Arlee-Dixon and 

Poison district meetings last month were relatively lively 
and interesting.

The Arlee-Dixon combined meeting Feb. 13 digressed 
from the scheduled topic -  the since-defeated amendments 
to the Tribal Constitution-to briefly touch on a wide range of 
issues until Kevin Howlett asked that people save their non- 
Constitution concerns for a future meeting. Howlett co
chaired the meeting with Jim Steele. Dixon’s Sonny Morigeau 
couldn’t attend, he told the Char-Koosta later, because he was 
needed at home for calving chores. He said he felt the 
assembled experts would do a good job of informing the 
people.

In Poison a week later, Teresa Wall could be said to have 
had the easiest meeting to chair. Having attended the first 
Five meetings, she was able to collect a list of already-asked 
questions and be ready with a presentation that dealt with 
many points before they were brought up by her constitu-
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ents. She had extra research time, too, to anticipate poten
tial lines of questioning.

Among the issues enjoying a brief mention in Arlee were 
the much-misunderstood Kerr Dam petition; E.W. Morigeau 
being replaced by a Council appointee instead of a people- 
elected person; Arlee being a town of “ forgotten people”; 
hereditary chiefs; and ways of getting people to attend 
Council meetings. In Poison, the debate stayed on course 
with a lot of attention being paid to “scary scenarios” about 
taxation by future councils and the dearly held but inaccur
ate contention that the people were losing their referendum 
power.

As the 50-60 people began to drift away towards 9 p.m.; 
Wall turned the meeting over to a brief discussion about the 
proposed Hellroaring timber sale east of the lake ( a story 
about which is scheduled for a future Char-Koosta).
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