
HOW cold WAS it?

A few choice words about February 
from the Flathead Culture Committee

Indians regarded February as the coldest month of the 
year. They called it c q wo s q a n  s p q o n i ? s .

' c q wo s q a n  means “curly”. It would get so cold that
things would curl up.

This was a long, hard month for the Indians. In the past, 
the snow was deep and there were blizzards. The tempera
ture was below zero during this month. Some elders think it 
doesn’t seem to get that cold anymore.

According to legend, • c q wo s q a n  told January, “If 1 
was the middle month of winter, I would freeze all the un
born babies in their mothers’ wombs.” This also applied to 
all Indians -- that they would have a hard month. This was 
c q wo s q o n  ’ s  wish.

Also, starting in the middle of February to the beginning of 
March, the Indians would do their annual ice-fishing. They 
trapped fish in the small streams.

It must still get pretty cold in February, because the other 
day we overheard an elder telling another that his car wouldn’t 
start, so he built a small fire in a pan and set it under the car 
to thaw it out After some time, he went to check his fire, only 
to discover that the smoke from the fire was frozen. Now 
that’s cold!!

GA clients need to sign up now 
for new work program

Tribal General Assistance clients are being asked to sign 
up for a new program that Family Assistance hopes will help 
them become employable.

Twenty people now receiving welfare aid from FAD 
through the BIA will be enrolled April 1 in the new Tribal 
Work Experience Program (TWEP), where they will receive 
16 hours of work experience and 16 hours of basic 
education training from SKC. It’s hoped the experience 
portion can be closely related to each client’s preferred field 
of interest.

“What this program proposes to do is to assist General 
Assistance clients to become qualified employable people in 
the area of their desire,” according to Arlene Templer. “With 
the state programs being cut and the GA. dollar deteri
orating, we feel a strong emphasis should be placed on 
training and job experience for our General Assistance 
clients.”

For additional information or to apply, contact Templer in 
Pablo right away. “We will be choosing the 20 clients and 
then starting a waiting list of other eligible participants. You 
must be a General Assistance client to participate.” Templer 
concluded.

In addition to their GA check, the 20 program participants 
will receive a $55 work-allowance grant, Templer said.

Eye care program policy clarified
The following information comes from Tribal Health 

Department director Doreen Vallee as approved by the 
Tribal Council February 15:

The Eyeglass Program is a program based on need.
Individuals who are enrolled members of the Confeder

ated Salish and Kootenai Tribes and minor children who are 
under the age of 18 are deemed to qualify for the service 
provided the need exists.

It is important to note that the resources we have to 
provide this service are severely limited. We must therefore 
prioritize the need of individuals. Effective today the priority 
shall be as follows:

1. Unemployed individuals who are in need and are 
handicapped as a result of no visual aid.

2. Children whose school and physical health may be 
impaired as a result of not having visual aid.

3. Elderly individuals who are not eligible for eyeglass 
services under some other program (e.g., Medicare, in
surance, etc.).

It is anticipated that the available resources will meet the 
need of the above-prioritized individuals.

In the event resources are available, the Health 
Department shall develop a list of individuals who are not 
prioritized but still would qualify for the service absent a 
priority. From this list, and with available resources, autho
rization will be made.

The Flathead Tribal Health Department shall, upon 
referral from Dr. Jaimes Ofstad, issue authorizations in the

following amounts:
Single lens (regular pair of glasses) -  $50.00 
Bifocal lens -  $65.00 
Trifocal lens -- $75.00
These are the maximum allowable amounts that may be 

authorized by Tribal Health. Persons who choose 
decorative, tinted or special-preparation glasses, will be 
required to purchase those with personal funds.

The Tribal Health Department will issue to a qualified 
individual one authorization. Should a prescription change, 
or something beyond the control of the individual occur 
which would require a replacement pair of glasses, these 
will be handled on a case-by-case basis.

Please direct questions to 676-2770.
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THREE RIVERS TRADING POST-721-2406
11 24 CEDAR (OFF BROADWAY), MISSOULA

Winter Hours: Mon. 1 to 5:30 p.m.; Tues., Thurs., Fri., Sat., 10 am. to 
5:30 p.m.; Wed. noon to 5:30 p.m.

12/0 tri-cut beads now in $2. a hank; 12/0 seed beads $1.25 a hank; Whitney blankets, buckskin, shawl fringe, pipestone, pipes, books, sweetgrass, and many other beads and craft supplies. We gladly accept Mastercard and Visa 10% discount to Native Americans. We look forward to seeing you soon!
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