
SPOKANE TRIBE FORMS 
ENTERPRISE CORPORATION

The Spokane Tribe in Washington is in the process of 
forming a corporation to raise money for the tribe, 
according to the February issue of The Rawhide Press. The 
corporation’s goal is to develop Tribal enterprises and keep 
the m anagement of them away from the Spokane Tribal 
Business Council. Its board of directors is made up of the 
Tribal chairman and vice-chairman, a bank vice-president, a 
corporate lawyer, a financial consultant, a Tribal member 
who’s also an Internal Revenue Service (IRS) agent, and a 
management consultan t The corporation has already 
signed a joint agreem ent with a Portland, Oregon, firm to 
produce a data storage device for IBM computers.

The Press also reported that there’s a petition drive afoot 
to reduce the Spokane Tribal from five members to three.

MAJOR UPSET IN BLOOD ELECTIONS '
Kainai News of A lberta Canada reports that members of 

the Blood Tribe in Standoff ousted eight of the 12 
councilmen in a late November electioa The election was 
plagued with procedural problems, the paper said, and may 
yet have to be done over. Almost 50% of the eligible 
membership turned out to vote for 12 of 97 candidates. The 
Blood council has three women members.

Canada’s Piegan Tribe also had an election, reports the 
paper, but only five of 12 incumbents lost their council 
positions

LAKOTA TIMES EDITOR FEATURED 
IN WALL STREET JOURNAL ARTICLE

The Wall Street Journal of November 9 published a feature 
article about the Lakota Times and its founder/editor Tim 
Giago. Giago started the Times in 1981 on the Pine Ridge 
Reservation in South Dakota It is, according to Giago’s 
comments to the Journal, the“ largest, if not the only, privately 
owned Indian newspaper in the country.” He started it with a 
$4,000 loan from a Rushville, Nebraska, bank and has seen 
circulation grow from zero to 6,000, including some circulation 
on all the Sioux reservations in the Dakotas. Most Indian 
newspapers are owned by tribes or organizations and are not 
private enterprises Giago told the Journal “when a paper is 
owned by the tribe, Tribal politics gets involved in editorial

policy.” He has maintained that editorial independence and 
financial independence are inseparable Giago said non-Indian 
merchants were skeptical about purchasing advertising “My 
first advertisers would only sign up for a month at a time, 
because they didn’t think we’d make it.” He says the paper 
now has a 55% advertising-to-news-space ratio. Giago was 
born and raised on the Pine Ridge Reservation. He attended 
San Jose (California) City College and the University of 
Nevada He worked as a reporter for the Rapid City (South 
Dakota) Journal before starting The Lakota Times.

FORT HALL COUNCIL MEMBER OUSTED
The Fort Hall Business Council removed one of its 

members J a a  7 for “public intoxication and obstructing a 
Tribal officer”, according to the Sho-Ban News. Layton L 
Littlejohn, Sr., has pleaded not guilty to the charges, but was 
removed from the council anyway because it was his 
second alcohol-related arrest in a year, said the newspaper.

INDIAN EDITOR WILL RECEIVE CITATION 
FROM NATIONAL PRESS FOUNDATION

Mark N. Trahant, editor the The Navajo Times Today and a 
member of the Shoshone-Bannock Tribe of Fort Hall, Idaho, 
joined two giants of the journalism profession to receive 
awards Feb. 28 from the National Press Foundation.

"The foundation, at its annual awards dinner in Washington, 
D.C., honored John Chancellor, NBC’s nightly news comment
ator; Bill Dwyre, sports editor of The Los Angeles Times; and the 
27-year-old Trahant. Chancellor received the Foundation’s 
$5,000 Sol Taishoff Award for Excellence in Broadcasting from 
Walter Cronkite, his long-time CBS rival. Dwyre received the 
first annual Editor of the Year Award -  a plaque and $5,000 -  for 
planning and directing the paper’s massive coverage of the 
1984 Summer Olympics. Trahant, who was nominated for the 
Editor of the Year Award, was voted a special citation and 
$1,000 for “an inspiring display of individual journalistic initiative” 
in remaking the former tribal weekly into a smart, agressive 
daily keyed to Indian concerns.

Trahant’s nomination cited his accomplishments in develop
ing and organizing a mostly inexperienced staff, overcoming 
problems, and getting the news. Trahant, at age 18, was the 
founding editor and publisher of The Sho-Ban News, serving his
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