
From page one . . .

funding “ is getting skinny” , however, 
Steele said, and Tribally contracted 
programs seem to be the first ones cut 
whenever the BIA has to trim its budget.

Law and Order Program director 
Ron McCrea agreed that it was “ time 
the BIA lived up to its obligation to 
fund the program fully”. He said the 
department has been getting about 
the same amount of federal money 
every year since 1977. Inflation was 
never considered, so some law enforce
ment functions here have actually been

cut for the past eight or nine years. Up 
until this year, Tribal Law and Order 
was able to draw from revenue shar
ing money “ knowing it wasn’t an eter
nal funding source” , McCrea said. 
That source of extra expense money 
wasn’t available this fiscal year.

Steele said the Tribes plan to lobby 
in Washington, D.C., for additional 
funding in the next few weeks. The 
federal government is attempting to 
take a strong stand for crime control 
and might be persuaded to appropriate 
more money for use on the Flathead, 
he said.

He told the Council on Feb. 22 that 
the Navajo Tribe had just received 
several million dollars in a special 
appropriation for law enforcement 
activities on their reservation.

There’s also been discussion about 
the Tribes directly funding the pro
gram, if all other alternatives fail, due 
to its crucial nature.

It’s not clear at this point what the 
current money crunch means to the 
Tribes’ intention to try to retrocede 
concurrent jurisdiction.

About the front page. . .
While we’re trying to design new front- page art 

(which may become the topic of a contest), we’ve 
been using photographs of special natural features 
from different areas of the Reservation, as we 

noted in the last issue.
For Pablo, we submit this issue’s front page, 

which shows the Mission Range as seen from the 
southern part of town on the old highway. This is 
what the mountains looked like for most of the 
winter no matter where a person might view 
them. It’s been a very long winter.

The photo at the rights shows frozen-over 
Flathead Lake. That streak of lightness behind the 
islands is a shaft of (gasp!) sunlight.

Also behind the islands in the background is a 
mountain range. Trust us that they’re there.

They say on a clear day, a person can see that 
the Mission Range goes all the way to Glacier 
National Park, more than a 100 miles north of 
Poison. Of course, some people still believe in 
Santa Claus, too. . .

HELP locate handicapped Indian children
who are not receiving an appro
priate education. These children 
can be helped if you call or write:

Area Education Officer, BIA, 
Box 3785, Portland, OR 97208, 
or Two Eagle River School, Star 

Route, Dixon, MT 59831 
(246-3598)
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Carpeting - Vinyl - Kitchen Aide 

Home Decorating 
Frigidaire -  Jenaire

HANSON A N D  G RAN  L E Y  
FURNITURE

Hours: 8:30 to 5:30 —  Mon - Sat
Main Street Ronan  676-5500

Indian Kids. 
Love Them.

Immunize
Them.


