
Applications sought for Indian pre-engineering program
Eastern Montana College in Billings 

is seeking applications from Native 
Americans interested in entering its 
pre-engineering program next 
summer.

Initiated to help groups not now 
widely entering the professions, the 
program provides support to Indians 
who wish to enter engineering pro
grams. While it does not provide 
scholarships as such, it works with 
Tribal governments, the Bureau of 
Indian Affairs, and other sources to 
help students find the money to attend 
college.

Between 10 and 15 students will be 
selected to enter the program next 
summer.

The first group of ten students 
entered the program last summer.

The students are “ doing really well,” 
says Deborah LaCounte, program 
coordinator. They consist of two 
types: those who attended college 
before but were unable to reach their 
potential, and those who have just 
graduated from high school.

Two have received $500 Conoco 
scholarships intended to assist mino
rity or women students majoring in an 
energy-related field. They fire Travis 
Brockie, a member of the Gros Ventre 
Tribe from Fort Belknap, and Leonard 
“ Mike” Pease, a member of the Crow 
Indian Tribe who lives in Billings.

Eastern’s pre-engineering program 
is designed to assist Native Americans 
to obtain the background knowledge 
they need to complete an engineering 
course at another school.

Most in the first group needed

remedial work primarily in math and 
science courses they did not take in 
high school or which were not 
available to them there. Selected last 
year, they started work at Eastern last 
summer. Each was tested and a 
program at Eastern was tailored to 
meet each individual’s needs.

However, “ they study together as a 
group and provide peer support as 
well as helping each other in basic 
skills,” LaCounte says.

They also attend social activities to
gether. “We’re trying to build peer 
support,” she says. “ I see it really 
starting to work.”

Although two of the original ten 
dropped out for personal reasons, two 
others have transferred to Eastern 
from other schools to obtain the addi
tional support, she says.

Class attendance and progress is 
monitored with the help of instructors 
so that a student may be advised

before a serious problem develops.
“We try to stay in touch with each 

student,” LaCounte stresses. “We also 
try to stay in touch with the family.” 
About half of the families have been on 
campus to learn about the program.

To provide the Indian students with 
role models, the program sponsors 
visits to campus by Native Americans 
who have been successful in finishing 
college and entering a professional 
field.

Some of the students are about 
ready to go on to other schools, pri
marily Montana State University at 
Bozeman and the University of Colo
rado at Boulder, to enter engineering 
programs. “We help those who are 
ready to move to other schools.” 
LaCounte says.

For more information please call 
406/675-2268, or write: Pre-Engineer
ing Summer Program, Eastern Mon
tana College, Billings, MT 59101.

Scholarships for valedictorians, salutatorians
Valedictorians and salutatorians of 

high school graduating classes nation
wide are eligible for a new tuition 
scholarship to Bacone College in 
Muskogee, Oklahoma, according to 
Alfred O. Ginkel, Bacone president.

The administrative council of the 
two-year college approved the new 
scholarship program on January 18, 
Ginkel said.

Bacone College, the oldest institu
tion of higher education in Oklahoma, 
is a private two -year liberal arts and

sciences college. Course work at the 
college is transferrable to four-year 
colleges and universities.

Specialized programs of study at the 
college include registered nursing, 
radiologic technology, computer 
science, secretarial science, art 
and music. The college awards the 
associate of arts degree.

Bacone is accredited as a liberal arts 
junior college by the North Central

(Continues on the next page)

ETS, conclusion
aid deadlines are fast approaching. If 
you have need of the above services to 
complete or enter school, contact 
Doug Morigeau or Wayne O’Farrell, 
your local ETS coordinators, by phone 
or stop by and see them in person at 
the Salish Kootenai College.
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