
Council comment Michael ‘Mickey * Pablo — Hot Springs - Camas Prairie District

What you are about to read is, we think, a Council 
first While some Council members submit periodic 
reports about their activities to the Char-Koosta for 
the membership’s information, Mickey Pablo gets 
down to courageous specifics like how big his pay- 
check is and where he’s travelled since his election a 
little over a year ago.

A brief report on my first year as your Council representa
tive from the Hot Springs-Camas Prairie district:

My Council wages and mileage for 1984 totalled $13,788.99.1 
had one day in Billings on water rights issues; one evening in 
Kalispell concerning the Army Corps of Engineers’ 404 
regional permit; one evening in Kalispell for the Kerr Dam 
public hearings; three meetings in Plains on weed control; 
one day in Great Falls to talk with electric co-op representa
tives; one day in Missoula on a federal district court water 
rights case; one meeting in Missoula with the Portland Area 
archeologist; seven trips to Missoula on Kerr Dam; and one 
trip to Missoula on the bargain power issue.

1 was involved in negotiations (as was the full Council) for 
the Kerr Dam lease agreement, and was a member of the 
Forestry Evaluation Team. 1 am chairman of the Shoreline 
Protection Board and chairman of the Forestry Action 
Committee. I am on the Home Improvement Program Board 
and the Reservation Weed Committee. I am on the Water 
Rights Task Force and a member of the negotiating team in
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talks with the Montana Water Compact Commission. 1 am 
on the negotiating team in talks with Mobile Oil Company 
and I was involved in talks with the Joint Board of Control.

In 1984 I missed part of one Council meeting while in 
Missoula on the water rights case and a part of one other 
meeting while going back and forth in the Complex from the 
Council meeting to a Forestry Evaluation Team meeting.

No matter what your feelings (good, bad, indifferent) are for 
your present or past councils, I believe the reason we still 
have a Reservation and exist as a Tribe is because there has 
been a Council. Someday, someone in the future may wonder 
what we were trying to accomplish by our actions of 
present. I believe all councils have their good and bad 
points, but if we work for the benefit of everyone we will 
continue to exist as a Tribe. If we live up to our oath of office, 
the Council has done its job.

Tribal government is more complex than I had anticipated. 
Is Tribal government too large? How large should it be? If 
the services are getting to the people to enhance the well
being of the Tribes, the size of goverment is justified. If we 
are failing to do so, then I believe cuts will have to be made. 
With budgets being cut elsewhere we are going to have to 
deal with this issue very soon. We have to move progressively 
forward to a time when, hopefully, we are self-sufficient as a 
Tribe.

The Council is presently evaluating memberships in 
outside organizations to make sure they are worthwhile. We 
have withdrawn from one national organization, but some 
travel is still necessary. A phone call or a letter doesn’t 
always get results and someone may have to pound 
pavement to let our concerns be known.

There are many, many issues (old and new) that have to 
be dealt with. I hope my decisions work for the benefit of the 
Tribes. I know I am not always going to make the most 
popular decisions but I hope I can make the right decisions. 
When I make the wrong decision I hope I can learn from my 
mistake and move forward as a wiser person.

Thank you for your time.

dwellers
The Tribal Shoreline Protection Office would like to make 

some suggestions to the Flathead Lake property owners for 
the upcoming construction season.

The method and type of construction has a lot to do with 
maintaining water quality and scenic beauty:

Docks or other stuctures extending into the lake should 
allow as much water as possible to flow through. The flow
through will discourage algae build-up and prevent wave 
action from depositing gravel on one side of the structure 
and eroding the shoreline on the other.

Structures that offer the least resistance to the natural 
shoreline water currents are less likely to be damaged by 
storms or erosion.

Inadequate sewer systems or old septic drainfields dump 
phosphorus and nitrogen nutrients and other pollutants 
into the lake, causing algae growth and pollution.

Driving on the lakeshore or lake bed during the low-water

period will damage fish eggs and reduce the fish hatch in fish 
spawning areas.

All lakeshore owners on the Flathead Indian Reservation 
are required under Ordinance 64A (revised) to obtain a 
permit from the Tribal Shoreline Protection Board for any 
new construction extending into Flathead Lake beyond the 
high-water elevation of 2893.20.

Permits are also required for existing structures on all 
navigible water within the Reservation boundary. The 
deadline for these permits was November 1, 1984.

Applications and other information are available from the 
Shoreline Protection Office, B ox278, Pablo, MT 59855. (675- 
4600, ext. 368).
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