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The debate begins. . .County commissioner attacks treaties and Tribal sovereignty
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The first volley of opinion in the 
debate developing about the Tribes’ 
proposed constitutional amendments 
was fired late last month by Mike 
Hutchin, chairman of the Lake County 
commissioners

The nam* Char-Kooata is darivad 
from Chiaf Charlo’ s and Chiaf 
Koostatah’ s namas. Thay wara tha 
T ribes’ last traditional chiefs._______
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Hutchin, reported to be acting in 
reponse to the BIA’ s announcement of 
this month’s secretarial election, 
prepared a three-part statement out
lining his views about “ the former 
Flathead Reservation” .

A few days after the publication of 
the first part of the statement, Hutchin 
made arrangements with a local radio 
station to air brief “ public affairs” 
programs about Tribal- county issues, 
with particular attention said to be 
planned for the taxation angle. The 
Tribes has been invited by the station 
to prepare rebutted statements to air 
immediately after each of Hutchin’s 
segments.

Part one of the county commis
sioner’s written material is called a 
“ fair warning’ by its author, find tells 
about his interpretation of the pro
posed amendments to the Tribal 
Constitution, and makes suppositions 
about how the changes might affect

businesses on and near the Reser
vation

Part two shares his opinions about 
selected portions of the Hellgate 
Treaty, and questions the concept of 
Tribal sovereignty.

Part three expands on part two, 
questioning the value of the treaty in 
light of Indians being granted citizen
ship about 230 years after the Euro
peans first settled in Indian territory.

The common thread connecting the 
opinion pieces is Hutchin’s contention 
that voters should educate Congress 
about “ [U.S.] constitutional breaches” 
caused by Indian treaties,

Copies of Hutchin’s “ commis
sioner’s comments” were sent to six 
newspapers (three published on the 
Reservation), three radio stations 
(tw o of which broadcast from the 
Reservation), two television stations, 
and Montana’ s congressional dele-

(Continues on page three)

Last reminder for district
Four of six district meetings to 

explain the Feb 23 secretarial election 
remain:

St Ignatius: This Thursday (Feb. 7), 
at the community center.

Ar lee/Dixon: Next Wednesday (Feh 
13) at the Salish Indian Senior Center in 
Arlee

meetings
Lima A week from Thursday (Feb 

14) at the Koostatah Hall
Poison: Feb 20 at the Flathead Lake 

Senior Citizens Center.
All meetings will begin at6 pm  and a 

light salad-and-sandwich meal will be 
served


