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Editor

What the written record doesn't tell you
One of the more frequent complaints about the Char- 

Koosta is that the Council meeting minutes don’t say much 
about what’ s really going on

Most people don’t realize that we don’t write the minutes; 
we simply reprint what’ s submitted by the recording secre
tary after it’ s been approved by the Council.

Also, six hours of discussion equal many, many pages of 
transcribing. We’ve tried in the past to write articles about 
individual meetings, but the plan was scotched for lack of 
space.

Well we’re going to try it again, at least once or twice 
anyway, thanks to popular demand We’re not always able 
to attend all of each of the meetings, but we’ ll pass along 
what we do learn.

November 20 meeting: The meeting started half an hour 
late because everyone was in the chairman’s office on a 
conference call with the D.C. attorney on an undisclosed 
topic. It was further delayed while a photographer from 
Billings posed Chairman Joe Felsman for a photo that will 
appear in a forthcoming book about Montana’ s reser
vations.

Late for roll call were Mickey Pablo( in Missoula on Tribal 
business), Jim Steele (in D.C.), and Teresa Wall who may 
have been helping Char-Koosta with figures needed for the 
story on Reagan in this issue.

First item on the agenda was the screening of six 
applications for the Executive Secretary job. According to 
Personnel the six applicants were Art Barber, A1 Sloan, Bob 
Fouty, Thomas M. Plouffe, Wyman McDonald, and Joe 
Dupuis. We can’ t say what happened because an executive 
session was called

( Executive sessions are called when something or some
one is being discussed and a request is made that the 
discussion be off the record The BIA and Char-Koosta 
representatives are often asked to leave, as is anyone else 
not involved with the particular controversy. Usually, the 
Executive and recording secretaries stay, as well as the 
sergeant- at- arms.)

A later call to Personnel resulted in our being told no
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decision was made after 30 or minutes of debate, except 
that everyone will mull over the applications and philo
sophy statements submitted then continue the discussion 
with the full Council November 27.

The second item on the agenda was the Flathead Irri
gation Project’ s recent “ doings” (covered in the last issue). 
Again, an executive session was called This time, however, 
only the Billings photographer was asked to leave the 
Chambers.

After lunch, Dr. Don Baker from Ronan asked if space 
were available at the Complex for twice-weekly one hour 
health clinics. The idea is to provide health maintenance 
opportunities -  blood pressure checks, flu shots, and the 
like — on the premises for Tribal and BIA employees so they 
needn’t lose job hours taking care of relatively routine 
health matters. It was decided Baker could use the con
ference room in the Burland Building (Law  & Order) during 
lunch hour on Wednesdays and Thursdays (see page 17).

Next, associate Tribal judge Louise Burke was reap
pointed to a four-year term Council member Kevin Howlett 
reiterated his opinion that judges should be elected not 
appointed

A request from Ronan’s FFA club for permission to cut 
250 Christmas trees to sell to raise money for next year’s 
projects was denied due to the non-members being in
volved and the commercial nature of the request The 18 
Tribal- member club members were welcome to harvest the 
trees and donate them to the cause, however, after getting 
proper authorizatioa

Up for discussion next was “ Western Solidarity,” a 
consortium of anti-nuclear weapons groups that has com
mended the Tribes on its nuclear-free zone action. Ron 
Therriault noted the moved had gained the Tribes some

(Continued on page 11)

The eyeglass program is explained
Mar gene Asay 

THD Resource Specialist

The Tribal Health Department is sponsoring the eyeglass 
program The program provides service to enrolled members 
of the Tribes or natural-born minor children of enrolled 
members of the Tribes.

The program can only serve you once To take advantage 
of the program, you need to stop at THD in Ronan for an 
approved authorization This approved authorization is 
brought to Dr. Offstads office in Ronan to be applied for 
glasses or contacts ($50), bifocals ($65) or trifocals ($75).

Dr. Offstad is the only doctor we have under the contract 
who can be utilized for this service

If you don’ t already have corrective lenses you will need to 
set up an initial eye exam through OffstacTs office before 
contacting the eyeglass program

If there are any questions, please call the Tribal Health 
Department at 676-2770.Page 4


