
INITIATIVE 456 PASSES
A  story in our O ct 30 issue told how some folks in 

Washington believe Native Americans shouldn’ t have 
special rights to that state’ s fish, 129-year-old treaties 
notwithstanding.

Those people wrote up an initiative that was passed, 
barely, during this year’s elections.

Washington’ s Indians don’ t appear too upset over the 
opinion, according to the following, excerpted from The 
Spokesman-Review:

“ SEATTLE (A P ) — Passage of Initiative 456 has cast 
another shadow over Indian fishing rights in Washington, 
but some tribal leaders have found a silver lining.

“ ‘The vote was about 50-50,’ said Terry Williams, fisheries 
director of the Tulalip Tribe near Marysville ‘ The tribes 
have had to fight for their rights, and their lands, for many 
years (w ith less support). In fact, I feel somewhat en
couraged by this. W e have made some progress.’

“ The initiative, which would roll back court decisions 
assuring Indians an established share of salmon and steel- 
head, was passed by Washington voters in last Tuesday’s 
election.

“ Noting support for Indian fishing rights from members of 
Congress, sport and commercial fishermen, churches, 
labor, environmentalists and big business, Bill Frank, Jr., 
chairman of the Northwest Indian Fisheries Commission, 
said, ‘W e are in a new era of cooperation with the state and 
non- Indian fishermen, and that is the only avenue we intend 
to keep following’

“ Opponents o f the measure, including members of 
Congress, have maintained 456 is racist and cannot with
stand scrutiny when constitutional values are considered.

“ A court challenge is considered a certainty if the 
measure becomes law, but those who fought it are now 
ignoring it as best they cam

“ The ball is in the opposition’ s court right now,” said 
Elsie Dennis of the Northwest Indian Fisheries Commission. 
‘They’ re the ones who have to prove it is legally sound. 
They re the ones who have the long road ahead.

“ ‘ I think it (th e  initiative) did stir up some racial tensions, 
which is really sad,’ she said.

“ Initiative 456, which is a petition to Congress, would:
“ •  Declare an emergency in Washington’ s fisheries, and
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ask that the steelhead be made a game fish.
“ •  Declare the state’s natural resources the responsi

bility of the state, to be managed by the state alone Citizens 
would have equal access and use of resources.

“ •  Declare that Indians are citizens under a 1924 law and 
have no special off-reservation privileges.”

INCREASED SOPHISTICATION IN INDIAN COUNTRY
LaDonna Harris, the Comanche Indian woman who heads 

Americans for Indian Opportunity, a Washington - based 
advocacy group, told a New York Times reporter the Indian 
movement in the United States is "undergoing significant 
change One of the biggest over the past 20 years is the level of 
sophistication in the Indian community, ” she said “ Children 
are coming back from college with political science degrees, 
There are more people with credentials and expertise And we 
have a whole new generation of people coming in who know 
how to make the institutions work for them ”

The Times published a feature story September 25 about Ms. 
Harris who divides her time between Capitol Hill lobbying for 
health, human services and environmental measures affecting 
Indians and out on reservations, organizing meetings at which 
federal and state officials discuss problems with Tribal leaders 
Ms. Harris said, “ We take the President’ s message about 
dealing with tribes on a government- to- government basis and 
are interpreting it back to them and it s working out pretty welL ”

WISCONSIN’S “AC.E.” TOLD 
ABROGATION WON’T  HAPPEN
Addressing more them 1,000 members of an organization 

opposed to special hunting and fishing rights for Indians, 
Interior Deputy Under Secretary Bill Horn said Indian treaty 
rights would not be abrogated. “ No bill that even smacks of 
abrogation has gotten past the hearing stage,” Horn told a 
Wisconsin group called Equal Rights for Everyone, Inc The 
organization is opposed to court decisions like the recent 
appeals court decision that reaffirmed the rights of state 
Chippewas to hunt, fish and gather wild rice in roughly the 
northern third of Wisconsin Horn said treaty rights supersede 
state rights, as well as 14 th Amendment guarantees of equal 
treatment under the law. When states entered the union, he 
said, they agreed to honor all treaties negotiated by the federal 
government

Horn added that the treaty rights did not allow tribes 
unlimited rights to exploit the resources. “ Everyone’s hunting 
and fishing rights come second to the right to protect the 
resources,” Horn said. The federal government can and has 
stepped in when the rights are abused, he added.

(From the Southern Cheyenne St, Arapaho Nation News, 
Oklahoma.)

STATE RULES AGAINST SAND CREEK HUNTERS
The Idaho Supreme Court- - in a hotly disputed in three- to- 

two decision - - has upheld the criminal conviction of six 
Shoshone - Bannock Indians in what their attorney says was the 
nation’ s first ruling on Native American hunting rights on 
state land

The majority said the six Tribal hunters had no right to kill 
four elk and one deer at Sand Creek Ranch 

But the two disserting justices called the major opinion a 
travesty, and said it would ultimately deprive Indians of rights 
guaranteed under the Fort Bridger Treaty signed 22 years 
before Idaho became a state (Sho-Ban News, Idaho)
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