
P E O P L E , c o n c lu s io n
what North America’s first people had to do, not just to eat, 
but to survive before the Europeans came with their steel 
traps and guns.

Eskimos of long ago, for example, appear to have been 
given a specially raw deal in terms of territory. Yet, they 
devised ways of making homes on the ice with ice ( a well- 
made igloo was so efficient that nudity wasn’t uncom
fortable inside) and of capturing any four-legged or finned 
creature that had something to offer.

A particularly clever hunting method was the“ wolf pill”, a 
sliver of whale bone that was coiled along the lines of a piece 
of hard Christmas candy, then frozen and hidden in bait 
After a wolf ate the doctored bait, the pill would thaw and 
spring open like a switchblade to kill the animal from the 
inside.

“The Providers” tells not only about Eskimos, who are 
more properly called “Inuits”, but studies the hunting 
methods of the people of the northern forests, the eastern 
forests, the sea, and hunters of the buffalo.

The book doesn’t have much to say about our particular 
corner of Indian Country. There’s just one brief mention of 
the “Kutenai”, and all the Salish notations refer to the 
coastal tribes.

Irwin, an avid hunter, fisherman and collector of Indian 
artifacts, drew material for his book from 80 books, articles 
and monographs on the subject of early Native Americans.
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He visited museums across the U.S. and Canada looking for 
accompanying photographs, all of which, with many fine 
line drawings from J.B. Clemens, add to the enjoyment of the 
easy-to-read book.

"The Providers”, published by Hancock House of Blaine, 
WA, and Surrey, B.C., is said to be doing well both in book 
shops and on the book club circuit. It lists for $19.95 and is 
available on the Reservation at Davison’s Book Store in 
Poison.

Our review copy may soon be available at the SKC Library 
in Pablo. . .if we’re pursuaded to let go of the only 
personally autographed book some of us here have ever 
seen.

CORRECTION

This is J.R Plant the winner of the 12-17 boy’s fancy dance 
competition at October’s pow wow. Pictured in the last issue 
by mistake was Bryan Brazill, who took first place in the men’s 
fancy dance division
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