
Drug educator urges community involvement
“Care enough to get involved,” was the message Ken Kelly 

gave to school staff and community members when he 
spoke in St Ignatius November 5 at the second community 
presentation sponsored by the Community Action Team on 
chemical abuse prevention.

Kelly, coordinator of chemical abuse prevention programs 
in the Great Falls public schools, met separately with school 
staff, school board members, and community members.

He identified several causes of alcohol and drug abuse: 
low self-esteem, peer pressure, curiosity, boredom, stress, 
poor problem-solving skills, and lack of information.

“Any effective prevention program needs to deal with 
these issues,” Kelly said, “and it needs to start at the 
kindergarten level”

Kelly said that the Great Falls program was offered only to 
high school students the first year it began.

“It took us a year to recognize that by eighth grade, kids 
have already made the decision whether it’s okay to use in 
high school”

COMMENTARY concludes:
committed to long-range planning, and will listen to the 
committee’s recommendations and justifications.

Next on the agenda was S & K Electronics. An executive 
session was called for part of the discussion After the meeting 
was opened to the public, the Council decided to approve a 
resolution “ creating a wholly owned subsidiary called S & K 
Electronics”. The enterprise won’t be officially incorporated, 
however, until its first shareholders meeting at which the 
bylaws should be approved.

The mutual cancellation of the Dog Lake logging sale was 
then taken care of with the acceptance of a payment schedule 
for the satisfaction of the contract s default provision Flodin- 
Bryce Co. had the contract

As the meeting wound down, the Council decided to file 
administrative claims for the May and October“ de-watering’ 
of the Lower Crow Creek by the Flathead Irrigation Project

Last on the agenda was an enrollment matter. Due to 
circumstances beyond her control a young Tribal member 
mother didn’t have all the documents filed for her newborn 
before the December per capita cut- off date Can the child still 
be enrolled and receive a per capita?

“Sorrv, no,” was the answer.
*

Kelly also stressed the importance of a school intervention 
program.

“A prevention program is essential for long- range change, 
but it doesn’t help the kids who are already in trouble. If I 
had to start with one aspect of the program, T d start with 
student support groups. That’s where you get the fastest 
results.”

Kelly urged adults to be honest with young people about 
drugs: “If you don’t know, say so. It’s the only way to win 
their trust” Young people don’t use alcohol like most 
adults, Kelly said. “They get blitzed. The earlier they start 
the more likely they are to get in trouble. The body just can't 
handle it Kids are using younger, using more, and mixing 
drugs. It’s a very scary situation, and we need to care 
enough to intervene.” Kelly said a high-risk population is 
children from families where one or more parent is chemically 
dependent “ These kids need to know that it’s up to six times 
as likely that they’ll become chemically dependent if they 
start using heavily.”

He added that a school program needs to also focus on 
students who may not be using, but who live with someone 
who is chemically dependent

“At least one out of four, maybe more, kids in your school 
have this problem.” he said. “It’s bound to be having a 
negative impact on their ability to do well in school.”
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Betty’s Kitchen
St Ignatius -  745-4272

Betty Fitzner, Owner 
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We print: jackets, 
uniforms, caps, 
T-shirts, etc.
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P.O.Box 259 Poison. Montana ^9^60 406/883-9218 
An American Indian-owned Firm

There you have it -  a fairly thorough accounting of two 
Council meetings. It should be obvious now why the minutes 
can’t say it all because a lot can be said in6V2 hours. Even this 
effort this issue could only hit the highlights.

Is this type of coverage something you’d like us to 
continue? Or is it too lengthy and boring to bother wading 
through? Please drop us note and let us know.

Your best bet is still to attend the meetings yourselves:
Fridays from 9 a m  to about 4:30 p.m in the Council chambers 
at Tribal headquarters in Pablo. Call 675-4600, to find out 
about the infrequently scheduled Tuesday meetings.
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