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on the Reservation in terms of bad stuff in the air. St. Ignatius 
is third The new equipment does more refined measuring 
than the monitors already in Poison. The Council approved 
the request.

Rick Acevedo requested an executive session to discuss 
the K.W. Morigeau matter. Char- Koosta and the BIA were 
accompanied into the hallway by six other people.

When the meeting reconvened for the public maybe 20 
minutes later, the subject of the Executive Secretary was on 
the agenda Among the questions debated were: Should all 
six applicants be interviewed( Teresa Wall thought so)? Will 
the Tribes pay for traveling expenses of the three off- 
Reservation members? Should all of the six’s references be 
checked? Would a conference call between each of the six 
and the Council work? Should the field be weeded to two or 
three?

What happened was each Council member wrote down 
the names of the two or three applicants he or she felt was 
most eligible for the job. The top three vote getters in order 
were Joe Dupuis, Wyman McDonald, and Alvin Sloan. 
TheC 11 be asked to appear before the Council December 4 
for interviewing. Each Council member will draft a set of 
questions to ask.

Jim Steele then gave a lengthy trip report about what he 
had learned in Washington, D.C., about the National Con
gress of American Indians ( NCAi). There are “very serious 
problems” brewing in that organization, the largest and 
oldest Indian group in America The problems concern 
NCArs leadership and money. Steele, a member of the 
executive board as the Billings Area tribes’ representative, 
was named to an investigating task force. Does the Council 
wish to have him postpone his Tribal duties here in favor of 
pursuing the investigation, he asked. “No, you’ve been gone 
long enough. There are local problems needing your atten
tion “Thank you,” he said sincerely. ‘Tm disgusted and 
discouraged with the pettiness” of Indian politics in D.C.

It was also decided to withdraw membership from the 
organization because it couldn’t be determined how the 
Tribes had benefitted from its involvement “NCAI has the 
potential to be influential but we’ re not feeling any ripples 
out here,” Kevin Howlett said. “Mr. Howlett is kind,” Ron 
Therriault allowed. “We’re wasting our time with this 
organization We don’t need them.” The membership dues 
would be better spent on a lobbyist some say.

Can we quantify benefits received from belonging to 
other I ndian organizations?” Teresa Wall asked “We should 
review all our memberships,” Bob McCrea advised The idea 
met with an agreement of opinion

Off-Reservation hunting rights was the next topic of 
discussion Two Tribal members were cited by state game 
wardens for trespass and illegal possession of game during a 
hunting trip a few miles west of the Montana-Idaho border. 
Depending on how the case is handled, it could either affirm 
aboriginal hunting rights in Idaho or jeopardize them 
Therriault made a motion that the Tribes give legal support 
to the two hunters and the cause. The motion passed, with
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Howlett noting he approved the expense because the 
situation involves the Tribes as a whole

After lunch, the five-month-old Multiple Use Management 
Committee (MUMC . . . see story on page 5) met en masse 
with the Council to discuss the impact of recent “incongruent 
decisions” on the group’s task. Therriault and Vic Stinger 
appeared to be the most displeased with the three-page 
memo that explained the committee’s position

Although road closures weren’t mentioned in the memo, 
they dominated the discussion about the Council's commit
ment to long-range planning Therriault and Bob McCrea 
noted that BIA Forestry doesn’t do things by half measure 
“Common sense tells you don’t water bar a flat road, or close 
down roads paid for by the people,” McCrea said. Tribal 
Forestrys George DuCharme said, “Maybe we did go over
board on closures but so did the Council” by dumping the 
program. “We’re going to suggest road closures in certain 
instances” in the future, committee member DuCharme said, 
asking if the Council would approve them Several Council 
members said they realized closures were effective in some 
instances At issue, they felt, was the “blanket’ implemen
tation of the policy.

So what does the Council want from the committee? To 
continue its task with the assurance that the Council is
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