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non-Indian friends. He made a successful motion to donate 
$500 for Solidarity5 s lobbying efforts. Teresa Wall requested 
an accounting of how much the Tribes has donated to 
whom so far this year.

Tribal geologist Bob Wheeler gave a progress report on 
oil and gas exploration efforts on the Reservation Seismic 
data, in the opinion of some people, show the potential of oil 
and gas here, but it’s too deep to get with todays techno
logy. Wheeler said some experts rate the chances of oil 
and/or gas being in this area are l-to-3 out of a hundred. His 
personal opinion is that it’s more a 1-in-a-1000 shot The 
only way to find out for certain is to drill, he said, and that 
costs millions of dollars. The Council of Energy Resource 
Tribes (CERT) is helping interpret the seismic readings for 
the Tribes.

Next on the hot seat was Ron Trosper, Tribal financial 
analyst, and the Char-Koosta Enterprise budget The 
enterprise (the print shop and the newspaper) overspent its 
revenue in FY84, Trosper said, due to under-pricing of print 
jobs (including the newspaper) and too much wasted 
materials and employee time. He said he hopes a greater 
emphasis on quality control and marketing by the new 
manager, Paul Homuth, will get the enterprise to a break
even point this fiscal year. (It was then 3 p.m. and Mickey 
Pablo arrived. “All rise,” someone joked.) Howlett ques
tioned the need for a recently purchased relatively large 
computer. Trosper explained the varied planned uses the 
machine will have and its benefits to both portions of the 
enterprise. Howlett then questioned the propriety of such a 
large purchase before the Council had approved the enter
prise’s budget Discussion led to a warning to all program 
managers that the “forgiveness is easier to get than per
mission” attitude (this writer's phraseology) will no longer 
be tolerated. Equipment purchases will go through the 
proper channels or disciplinary action will be taken (The 
Char-Koosta budget was approved, by the way, with the 
explanation that the Tribes hasn’t funded the enterprise 
since last year’s $300,000 capitalization money. The only 
Tribal money involved is $68,000 to pay for about 2,900 
Tribal-member subscriptions and money paid by depart
ments in exchange for printing and advertising services.)

The incorporation of S&K Electronics was the next-to- 
last item of public discussion Tribal attorneys Evelyn 
Stevenson and Pat Smith attempted to explain the articles of 
incorporation -  things like shareholders, parent and subsi
diary corporations, cash flows and chartering procedures. 
The Council decided to review the document and discuss it 
anew November 27.

Before calling yet a third executive session (about S&K, 
we think, because General Manager Mike Tarter and board 
chairman Ron Trosper stayed in the chambers while some 
of us filed out one more time), the Council heard a brief 
report from BIA Superintendent A1 Spang about the Crow 
Dam road. He said Portland Area Director Stanley Speaks 
had just told him that the situation there (about which we 
know nothing except that FIP is involved) had been “put on 
hold”, pending an environmental assessment
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Has Merl Axtell been taken to task yet for his “in
dependent actions” regarding the management or lack 
thereof (re: contributions to developing Kootenai Falls, for 
one thing), of the Tribal resource known as “FIP’, someone 
asked. The word from Portland is that “ it will be taken care 
of adminstratively”, the Council was told.

November 27 meeting: Jim Steele was late for roll calL 
When he arrived, he was introduced to the Council (He’s 
been off the Reservation more than on it for the past few 
weeks.) “Should he renew his oath of office?” Chairman 
Felsman joked.

SKC’s Joe McDonald presented a resolution of support for 
a grant application The resolution was approved.

Jim Paro, Natural Resources Department director, told 
the Council the Montana Power Company wants permission 
to lower the Flathead River so some Dixon-Moiese areâ  
stockmen can move their cows across. (The bridge there is 
condemned.) It’s something they’ve done before. Dave 
Cross (BPA fisheries studies director) says the lowering will 
hurt already- spawned brown trout eggs, especially if it gets 
cold (and it did, a day later). Part of the reason the river's 
trout is scarce is MPC’s lowering of the Flathead, he said. 
MPC’s request is to lower the river to about one-fourth of 
its average flow for 6-12 hours. The request was denied.

Bearhead Swaney, Air Quality director, asked for permis
sion to install a few monitoring devices atop a newly vacated 
office building owned by the Tribes in Poison His program 
will pay for the electricity needed to run the equipment He 
explained that Poison and Ronan are the two dirtiest towns
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