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Front page news Guys do good work
Open letter to Jim Steele:

I was reading the minutes of May 7,1982, and your motion 
concerning the “Ken Dupuis Termination” should have 
been placed on the front page of the Char-Koosta in bold 
type. All Tribal department heads should have a copy 
framed and on the walls of their offices as a reminder. Each 
and every member o f our Tribes deserves respect and 
courtesy when dealing with the business personnel of our 
Tribes. I worked for the U.S. government, and if I had ever 
treated a client the way I have been treated by Tribal Credit 
and Tribal Realty, I would have been reprimanded immedi
ately.

Jim, have you investigated the Tribal Credit Program’s 
plan of operation guidelines? And what about the Tribal 
Homesite Program? If so, please advise us. A  solution is 
needed

I am an American. If I were forced by economic conditions 
to live and work in a foreign land, would that make me less of 
an American? NO. Well, economics have forced me to live 
off the Reservation. I don’t believe that makes me less a 
member o f the Tribes. My experience has been this: a few 
have recieved much, and many have given up hope of 
receiving anything.

Thank you, Jim, for listening. I feel you are truly a 
representative o f your people on the Council.

Revan Rogers 
Kalispell, Mont.

To all who helped: Thanks
Editor:

The Head Start Program wishes to express appreciation 
to everyone who helped make our annual pow wow a 
success. Parents donated food, friends donated time and 
energy, and the staff worked hard to ensure each child a 
positive learning experience. Local papers: The Char- 
Koosta, the Mission Valley News, and the Ronan Pioneer 
reported our special event, while the radio stations in the 
valley invited everyone to attend. Special thanks to 4-B’s 
Wholesale Supply in Missoula for donating all the hot dogs.

We appreciate Dolly Linsebigler, the Pistol Creek Drum
mers, and the Chief Cliff Singers for drumming and singing. 
We were impressed with Doug Allard’s ability to ‘emcee’ our 
celebration. Thanks, Doug! Clarence Woodcock and Tony 
incashola took pictures to capture each moment Stop by 
the Head Start office to see what a good time we had!

Jeanne Christopher 
Head Start Director

&

Editor:
The Tribal employees would like to take this opportunity 

to thank B. J. Mills and Steve Lean for their crew’s excellent 
maintenance work in all of our offices. Thank you and keep 
up the beautiful work.

From those o f us who care

Friend needs help
Editor:

A good friend of mine has becom e a victim of corruption 
in the Butte, Montana, courts and I am asking for help in 
proving his innocence and freeing him from prison.

David A  “ Dave” Madera, 36, was sent to Montana State 
Prison on March 29,1982, to begin serving a fifty-year prison 
sentence for a robbery he did not commit. When he, and co- 
defendent Gary LaMere, arrived at the prison, it was in a 
lockdown situation following an alleged rio t Both Indian 
men, victims of a Butte conspiracy, immediately began 
doing hard time locked in adjoining cells for twenty-two 
hours of every twenty-four-hour day. A t this writing, June 3, 
the men are still in lock up.

Notices of appeal have been filed. The prosecution knows 
it could lose. The very thought that Butte’s ‘can of worms’ 
could be opened through this case is making the guilty ones 
involved in this frame-up stand up and look nervous. The 
guards, many of them from Butte, are on edge. Without 
drawing you a picture, Dave and Gary are in a very 
vulnerable spot While they wait, surrounded by cement 
and stench, hilly aware o f the negative forces it  bay, the 
men cling to the trust that justice in its truest sense will 
become a reality and they remain strong in spirit

I am in close contact with Dave Madera by letter and 
through his wife and mother. He is the father of three 
children, Norma (18), David, (12), and Angil (4 ). Being away 
from his daughter and two sons, in such a senseless way, 
hurts him the m ost The only money he has is $250, a check 
from a distribution of dividends by the Spokane Tribe, where 
he is enrolled. When the check clears prison bureaucracy, 
Dave will send this to me to retain a private lawyer. William 
M. Kunstler, in New York, is very interested in the case. 
Appeals cost much more than that but it’s at least a start.

The two defendants, Dave and Gary, wanted to have their 
cases severed from the beginning, to ensure a fair trial, but 
they were not afforded this right. Although 1 empathize 
com plete^ with both men, knowing they were the objects of 
overly ambitious political backscratching, prison-affiliated 
vindictiveness, and racist hatred motivated by classism, I 
am going to concentrate my efforts in Dave’s case. My 
concerns are on an international level, I have a busy 
schedule, no steady income, no staff to assist me, and very 
few resources, but I will fulfill Dave’s request and spearhead
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