
Road closure policy is under fire
Three years ago, the Tribal Council adopted a policy of 

limiting access to timber sale areas on the Reservation. The 
biggest reason was protection of Tribal resources. Non- 
Indian poachers were illegally killing wild game on Tribal 
property, and stealing timber and firewood. Over-enthu
siastic Tribal member hunters were doing their part in 
depleting Reservation elk and deer herds, too. (Haven’t we 
all heard tales of so-and-so bagging eight head in one day, 
then going downtown to brag about it?)

Since the policy has been in effect, the Council has 
alternately been praised (by wildlife biologists) for its brave 
stand in favor of conservation, and condemned by Tribal 
members whose favorite hunting grounds unexpectedly 
became “Kelly-humped” one day. Consequently, the Coun
cil finds itself “waffling”: supporting the closures one month, 
then directing the roads be opened the next.

In an effort to find a ‘happy medium’, the Tribal leaders 
asked George DuCharme, road closure co-ordinator, to i 
attend a recent Council meeting and explain the program.

DuCharme defended the policy, explaining first that the 
areas in question, ten logging units, are not closed com
pletely. Certain roads are simply barricaded in one way or 
another to prevent access by motor vehicle. Serious 
hunters have two other transportation options: horseback 
and plain old walking.

Second, he pointed out, severed positive things have 
happened since the limited access program began. Its major 
goal, protection of Tribal resources, has been fulfilled in 
large measure: the game population has increased in some 
places, and poaching of both animals (deer, elk, grizzly 
bears, and free-roaming domestic cattle) and timber by 
non-members has been reduced Tribal law enforcement 
personnel don’t have to spend as much time patrolling for 
game violations, which saves Tribal dollars.

Another benefit is protection of the Tribes’ large invest
ment of effort find money in the realm of timber stand 
improvement. Arson is also declining, partly due to closed 
roads, DuCharme noted

He added his personal concern that unlimited access to
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North end gets a district meeting, too
The five Reservation communities not represented at the 

June 27th district meeting (story in July 15th issue) will have 
a chance to meet together in the more-or-less central 
location of Pablo on Saturday, July 17.

Tribal residents from Ronan, Pablo, Poison, Hot Springs, 
and Elmo/Dayton are invited to meet with their elected 
representatives in the Council Chambers at 4 p.m. Dinner 
will be served at 6:30 (and if you don’t go back for 
“seconds”, you’ll be in fine shape to run up to Elmo find 
dance at the pow wow.) July 17 th is the date for this district 
meeting.

the slowly increasing elk and deer herds here may cause 
hunting seasons and ‘bag’ limits to be set up sometime in the 
near future.

On the other side of the issue is the accusation by two 
councilmen that Tribal members’ rights to freely use their 
lands are being seriously impaired. Noel Pichette and A1 
Hewankom (St. Ignatius and Elmo, respectively) charge 
that Tribal members are, in effect, being “shut out of their 
own reservation” as they are denied easy access for 
exercising their right to hunt and harvest trees as their 
needs and desires dictate.

After pondering the facts and opinions, the Council told 
DuCharme to open five roads in all of the areas now hosting 
barricades, beginning with the oldest logging units. First on 
the agenda is Moss Peak, north of Pablo.

The case isn’t totally closed, though. Two district meet
ings have been called so the general public can ‘add its two 
cents worth’ in a forum less intimidating, perhaps, than a 
formed Council meeting (and less permanent than a letter in 
the Char-Koosta, eh?).

(Actually, one of those meetings has already taken place. 
Story in the next issue. The second one will be in Pablo on 
July 17. See the notice above.)

Should Reservation back roads be free for travel by all, to 
the immediate (and possibly short-term) benefit of today’s 
Tribal members? Should certain Reservation lands be 
allowed to lie fallow, so to speak, so Tribal resources might 
be preserved for the benefit of at least one more Tribal 
generation?

What do you think?

BEADING LESSONS
The Flathead culture committee in 

St Ignatius is sponsoring beading les
sons there. Classes last all day, each 
Thursday. Bring your own materials 
the instruction is free.

Call 745-4500 or 745-4572 for more 
information.P a g e  2 J u ly  1, 1 9 8 2


