
Asay strives to save IHS money
As many of you know by now, the Indian Health Service 

has been operating with a severely limited budget during the 
past year. This situation has been dramatically underscored 
during the past few months by restrictions of some services 
to “ emergency only” cases. The rapidly escalating cost of 
medical care, coupled with minimal increases in funding for 
next year, will almost certainly serve to widen the gap 
between the available funding level and the needed funding 
level.

Probably the most significant action we, the Tribes, can 
take is to attempt to utilize all other available health care 
resources (i.e., Medicaid, Medicare, private insurance) to 
the fullest extent possible. Too often in the past people have 
simply allowed Indian Health Service to pay for medical bills 
which could have been paid by another source. With the 
current budget limitations, this situation needs to change if 
we are to maintain our present level of health care. Other 
health care resources must be used to supplement the
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Summer Rec. Program 
began last month

by Charlie Dixon

The Summer Recreation Program began its 1982 season 
on June 21, with youngsters from the north end of the 
Reservation meeting in the Ronan City Park, and those from 
the south end meeting in Taelman Park in St. Ignatius. The 
north end consisted of Elmo, Turtle Lake, Pablo and Ronan. 
Dixon, Charlo, St. Ignatius, and Arlee comprised the south 
end. Approximately 150 children participated the first day.

This year’s events will include a track meet, games day, 
teen dance, pow-wow and Flathead Lake cam pouts for the 
youngsters in all areas. There will also be park days’ on 
Mondays and Wednesdays where arts and crafts will be 
taught, and games such as softball, kickball and volleyball 
will be played. For the older children, whitewater floats, 
floats on the North Fork and Middle Fork of Flathead and
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Indian Health Service budget.
My position as a Resource Specialist with the Tribal 

Health Department is designed to assist people with using 
alternative health care resources. If you have any questions 
or problems concerning your eligibility or use of benefits 
under Medicare, Medicaid, Tribal employees’ health in
surance (Connecticut General), the Tribal Supplemental 
Income Program or other similar programs, please feel free 
to contact me in person at the Tribal Health offices in St. 
Ignatius or by telephone (745-2061).

In future issues of the Char-Koosta, I will be addressing 
specific topics concerning alternative health care re
sources. I hope that you will find these articles informative 
and I would appreciate any ideas or suggestions you mav 
have for future articles.

WE Will TRY TO DO A BETTER JOB FOR YOU!

•  Call us or stop at airtior offiea:
P0LS0N-883-S372
R0NAN-676-5341

Kootenai Rivers, hikes and campouts have been scheduled.
The program will run until July 30, on Mondays through 

Fridays, except on July 2 and July 5.
For more information, contact Randy Morigeau at 675- 

2700 or Charlie Dixon at 883-4674.
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