
Rehashing the editorial policy
Editor:

I have read with concern articles appearing in local 
newspapers along with the letter from Art Barber that was 
printed in the Char-Koosta regarding censorship.

I am concerned with the rules given by the Tribal Council 
that govern the “ ...Acting Editor, as a part-time employee...” 
and, to quote this editor, “ ...gets paid nothing from the Char- 
Koosta budget...” However, I will direct my concern to the 
last sentence under “Editor’s Note: Rule No. 4.”

a. Speaking from a tribal member’s viewpoint I do not 
like the “if” in this sentence because I would appreciate 
knowing who decides if the subject matter to be printed 
is of general interest to all the tribal membership.
b. Also speaking from a tribal member’s viewpoint, I 
do not like the word “may” that is used because this 
infers that the Char-Koosta as a free newspaper cannot 
print an opinion without asking permission. (...From 
whom?)
c. Please correct me “ i f ’ I am wrong, but I thought that 
the Tribal Council represented all of the tribal members’ 
views.

I am a tribal member with feelings and therefore I have 
opinions. I am discouraged and I feel afraid that I may not be 
allowed to speak out for what I believe in whether it is right or 
wrong.

This in turn threatens my right to give an opinion about a 
problem or situation regarding tribal policies. The tribal 
newspaper should not mean this to me. It should be one of the 
best means of communication available to me as a tribal 
member to express myself.

I do not agree with what everybody says or writes. But 1 will 
defend anyone’s right to say it!

I would also like to make a comment on the “Card of 
Thanks” policy. Again, speaking for myself, there are two 
choices, paying the $1.50 charge or not paying it. Just say 
hypothetically that I would want to use a “ Card of Thanks” 
but it would be an embarrassment to me to have to let you 
know that I could not afford $1.50 and would not prefer to put 
it in the tribal newspaper -  that would be due to the fact that I 
have my pride. I do not believe there should be any charge 
since this is the tribal newspaper.

The “ tribe” which is “us” as I see it owns the Char-Koosta 
and pays the part-time editor’s salary which is $30,000/yt and 
is hired to fill the position of the tribal Public Relations officer. 

Why should we pay for anything we want printed in it? For
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the most part, these “ Card o f Thanks”  are appreciative 
gestures usually from bereaved families recovering from a 
recent death or tragedy in their family.

A flat no-charge would be a compassionate and considerate 
gesture from our tribal newspaper editor.

I sincerely hope that my letter is printed and will meet the 
requirements set forth by the Tribal Council.

Sincerely 
Joan Hawkins 

Ronan

Poetry to share
Editor:

I have a peom written by Madeline Phillip Couture and I 
thought it was so beautiful that it should be shared with 
everyone. It’ll touch your heart and so many other’s as it did 
mine.

Please print this poem written by this wonderful elderly lady.
Thank you, 

Stephanie M. Caye 
Elmo

IN MEMORY OF OUR DAD, ALEX COUTURE

Dear Dad, our silver haired Dad.
It has been many years 
Since you left on your journey 
To the happy land.

We know you are happy there,
Where there is no sorrow,
No sadness and no misery,
Only happiness is there.

You were here with us and suddenly 
You were gone, gone forever.
Only memories of you remain 
With your family and friends.

It was our saddest day dear Dad.
Our hearts were broken.
We shed many tears for many days,
For you,dear loving Dad.

(Continual next page)


