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have been talking about the energy crisis since the 1973-74 
Arab oil embargo. And we have done little to solve it.

“We found oil in Prudhoe Bay in 1968 and it still isn’t being 
made totally available to consumers in the United States. You 
literally have to wear out the barrel before it gets to the 
heartland of the country.”

KRYZER WAS referring to the interminable delays 
Northern Tier has encountered since first seeking approval of 
Washington State officials for the project in 1976.

A joint venture by a nine-company consortium, the project 
was conceived as an energy-efficient, embargo-proof method 
of getting Alaskan crude oil to the industrial centers of the 
United States via a 1,491-mile pipeline from Port Angeles, 
Wash., to Clearbrook, Minn.

The idea was to circumvent the long and costly journey 
tankers must now take from Valdez, Alaska, to Gulf coast 
ports through the Panama Canal or around Cape Horn at the 
foot of South America.

The route would be free of possible foreign intervention. It 
would be more cost-efficient. And it would deliver crude oil 
directly to 66 refineries in 21 northern tier states representing 25 
per cent of all U.S. refining capacity as far east as Buffalo, 
N.Y.

THAT WAS THE plan. That remains the plan. But what 
was once envisioned as a two-year construction project to be 
launched this spring now has fallen a full year behind schedule.

“We’ve spent $40 million and have not laid an inch of 
pipe,” Kryzer said. “We have become caught up in a 
bureaucratic maze despite the best efforts of most everyone, 
including the President of the United States.

“Congress has spoken. So did former President Carter. The 
Reagan administration is in the process of reaffirming that 
decision. And four states — Idaho, Montana, North Dakota, 
and Minnesota — have approved permits for the pipeline. All 
that remains is for the State of Washington to act.

“Northern Tier filed with Washington authorities in June, 
1976, our first application anywhere. We didn’t file with the 
federal government until a year later. Still, Washington State 
has not issued a permit.

“Why it takes five years to approve a project that takes only 
two years to build, that is the Pogo Principle in action. We 
can’t blame anyone but ourselves for what is happening in this 
country. It is the bureaucratic blanket we have imposed on 
ourselves.

“FOUR STATES and the federal government have given 
their approval. But one state is frustrating the entire country.

“We’ve won lawsuits in Montana. A lawsuit challenging the 
President’s decision in the federal courts of Seattle was 
rejected. Still, the process drags on.

“ In the federal court case alone, we had to produce 60 boxes 
of documents supporting the project.

“What has caused the delay is combination of a 
cumbersome permitting process in Washington State originally 
drawn for nuclear power plants and the knee-jerk opposition 
you get to any project of this dimension.

“When Prudhoe Bay oil was discovered, Congress 
mandated that the oil should be distributed to the northern tier 
and inland states.

“That philosophy was restated in President Carter’s 1977 
National Energy Plan that found the construction of west to 
east pipelines to be in the national interest.
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“Under provisions of the Public Utility Regulatory Policy 
Act, Northern Tier was designated by Carter in 1979 to receive 
priority permitting by federal agencies. Yet, here we are more 
than a year later and the process still is bogged down.

“THE DEPARTMENT of the Interior was selected as the 
lead federal agency. The Bureau of Land Management has 
been doing a great job.

“However, the urgency is not recognized by all of the other 
federal agencies. The Corps of Engineers in the Seattle District 
is not moving with the dispatch Congress mandated.”

Once in full sway, Northern Tier pipeline will deliver about 
900,000 barrels a day or 328 million barrels a year to the Rocky 
Mountains states, upper Midwest, and as far south as St. 
Louis.

“Because of delays, we are denying mid-America access to that much energy,” Kryzer said. “Sure, it is getting there, but 
not by a cost-efficient energy-efficient means.

“Nobody is arguing against state’s rights. But in exercise of 
those rights, there must also be statesmanship.

“When one state thinks only of its own parochial interest 
and does not recognize the interests of its sister states and the 
rest of the country, it is, in effect, holding the rest of the U.S. 
hostage to its own interests.”

By Bob Wiedrich, Chicago Tribune
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is going to be severely limited.”  He said that the language on 
tribal sovereignty in the Big Horn River case could be sending a 
signal that the Jicarilla Apache Tribe does not have the 
authority to impose mineral severance taxes on non-Indians, an 
issue argued before the Supreme Court in March.

The Journal editorial said the Supreme Court has already 
sent back to the 10th Circuit Court of Appeals in Denver one 
New Mexico-Indian case. The case involved jurisdiction over 
hunting and fishing on the Mescalaro Apache Reservation. 
The Supreme Court, according to the Journal, suggested the 
Denver judges read the Big Horn River case.


