
•  What's happening on other reservations...............

Government monitoring o f Indian oil production  
blasted at Billings hearing

Federal supervison of oil and gas leases on Indian lands was 
described as “wholly inadequate” by representatives of the 
Shoshone Tribe from the Wind River Reservation in 
Wyoming. Other witnesses at a Billings, Montana, hearing 
chaired by Senator John Melcher of the Senate Indian Affairs 
Committee, also blasted the United States Geological Survey 
(USGS), the federal agency primarily responsible for 
monitoring production on Indian and federal lands.

The Justice Department is now investigating charges that 
multi-million dollar thefts have taken place on the Wind River 
Reservation. Shoshone tribal spokesmen said that the USGS 
inspection program fails to ensure compliance with regulations 
because of too few inspectors for too many oil Fields. A 
former USGS inspector testified that his reports of unlocked 
drain valves and extra unauthorized valves and other violations 
were not acted on by his supervisors. A spokesman for the 
Blackfeet Tribe, which has more than 408 oil and gas wells on 
the reservation, said the USGS promised to outline a 
monitoring program for the tribe, but “ never showed up” .

Shoshone officials also criticized the agency’s method of 
accounting for production saying it accepted oil company data 
without verifying it. They added that there were substantial 
delays in processing figures which caused delays in payments to 
the tribes -  giving the companies, in effect, interest-free loans 
at the tribes’ expense.

Senator Melcher later told the Denver Post that Interior 
Secretary James Watt would ask Congress for an addition $15 
million to help the USGS better monitor oil and gas production 
from Indian and federal oil fields. He said that the funds 
would be used to hire additional oil field inspectors and speed

Mississippi Sioux judgment fund 
payment due

The Bureau of Indian Affairs has announced that a partial 
per capita payment of judgment funds awarded to the 
Mississippi Sioux Indians by the Indian Claims Commission 
will be made before the end of April. The award was for land 
taken in Minnesota, Iowa, and South Dakota in the early 
1800’s.

The partial payment will be made to the present-day 
successor groups of the Mdewakanton-Wahpakoota Tribes of 
Mississippi Sioux Indians. These are the Santee Sioux Tribe of 
Nebraska; the Flandreau Santee Sioux Tribe of South Dakota; 
the Lower Sioux, Prairie Island and Shakopee Sioux 
Communities of Minnesota; and an enrolled group of lineal 
descendants who are not members of the above tribal groups.

Members of these groups who have moved since being 
notified of their eligibility should provide new addresses to 
either the BIA Aberdeen Area Office, 115 Fourth Avenue, 
S.E., Aberdeen, South Dakota 57401 or the BIA Minneapolis 
Area Office, 15 South Fifth Street, Minneapolis, Minnesota 
55402.

The total amount available for distribution to these groups is 
approximately $15 million, but a portion of the fund will be
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up establishment of a sophisticated computerized accounting 
system.

“Watt will make the request within a week or so,” Melcher 
said. Melcher echoed earlier statements made by Watt in a 
meeting with western governors in describing the current 
accounting system as archaic and outdated. He added, “We 
don’t know how much theft there is. All we know is the 
opportunity is there...for any enterprising thief.”

Melcher said the USGS has requested additional funding in 
past years, but the requests were deleted from the presidential 
budget requests. “ That’s a clear case of being penny-wise and 
pound-foolish,” he said.

AMOCO ADMITS FAILURE TO PAY ROYALTIES TO 
WIND RIVER INDIANS:

UPDATE: A news release dated April 23 says AMOCO 
admits it failed to pay royalties for oil obtained from leases on 
the Wind River Reservation. An AMOCO spokesman told a 
New York Times reporter that the company had not paid 
royalties to the tribes on substantial amounts of oil as a result 
of “ accounting errors.” The company said it had not yet 
calculated “ the extent of those errors” , but that royalty 
payments were not made on oil produced from eight wells 
drilled on tribal lands from 1972 to 1978. The wells produce 15 
to 20 barrels of oil a day, the company said. Attorneys for the 
tribe have estimated that the company could owe the Tribes as 
much as $2.4 million.

Saving Energy There are many stoves 
which will bum wood 

HA ailtifh l I efficiently, but the 
thought of installing

one in your fine home may distress you. 
The attractive design of The Earth Stove 
harmonizes with the most demanding 
decor and can make all aspects of saving 
energy by heating with wood beautiful.
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