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BIA comments on M X draft Environmental Impact Statement
The BIA’s formal comments on the 

draft Environmental Impact Statement 
(EIS) concerning the proposed MX 
missile claim that the system’s 
construction would “ threaten the very 
survival of the tribal cultures in Nevada 
and Utah” and thus “ would be contrary 
to the Federal trust responsibility” . The 
Office of Trust Responsibilities 
prepared the Bureau’s comments 
according to standard procedures which 
invite organizations and individuals to 
comment on a draft EIS in order to 
ensure a more accurate final EIS.

The BIA’s comments contend that 
tribes should be treated as local 
governments, but that instead, the draft 
EIS considers them to be private 
organizations. The Bureau suggests that 
tribes be consulted before completion of 
the final EIS and that tribes be identified 
among those units of government from 
which approval or licenses must be 
obtained for purposes of the MX 
construction, such as for rights-of-way 
or road construction.

The comments state that adverse 
impacts associated with the worst

possible case resulting from the system’s 
construction “would include total and 
irreversible destruction of the traditional 
culture of the Indians of the project 
area” (Nevada and Utah). They also 
conclude that, due to severe impacts on 
plant and animal life and the numerous 
tribal sacred sites in the deployment 
area, that construction could violate the 
American Indian Religious Freedom 
Act. The comments recommend that, 
since the Archaeological Resources 
Protection Act contains provisions to 
insure consideration of tribal concerns 
for religious and cultural sites on public 
lands, the Air Force enter into an 
agreement with affected tribes to 
establish a process for considering tribal 
concerns.

The BIA considers the draft EIS’ 
analysis of the projected use of water on

the tribes as “ superficial and 
unrealistic” . The BIA claims that water 
taken for the MX could “ largely 
preclude the tribes from achieving the 
full measure of self-sufficiency which 
their trust resources would otherwise 
allow” , and so would contradict the 
Federal policy of self-determination.

The Bureau does suggest some 
“economic adjustment planning 
activities” as mitigative measures for the 
potential adverse impacts of MX. These 
include establishment of tribal 
enterprises to offset the impacts of the 
‘boom-bust’ economic cycle the MX 
construction would likely cause, and job 
training programs to enable Indian 
people to compete on a more nearly 
equal basis for the employment MX 
would offer.
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Preliminary figures from the U.S. Census Bureau show that 
the number of Indians in America has passed one million for 
the first time since the BIA began counting noses. The 1980 
figure, 1,418,195, shows a 71% increase since 1970’s figure of 
827,268.

Discounting a “baby boom” in Indian Country, census 
officials say the increase resulted from improved census 
methods and “ the greater likelihood that people would identify 
themselves” as Native Americans.

The percentages show that American Indians, Eskimos and 
Aleuts make up less than one percent of the U.S.’ 226,504,825 
inhabitants. Black Americans outnumber the other minorities 
with 25.5 million people. Next are those of Spanish origin 
(14.6 million), then those of Asian and Pacific Islands ancestry 
(3.5 million).
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councilmen opposing primary elections was the expense 
involved. Tribal Secretary Vic Stinger, Pablo, felt election costs 
would double and as long as write-in candidates were allowed, 
general election votes could still be diluted.

Finally, before adjourning, the Council approved a 
retirement program for tribal employees.
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