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MSUB'S STUDENT GALLERY SHOWCASES THE WORK OF SENIOR ART STUDENT 
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On Friday, April 24 the 
Big Horn Resort hosted MSU 
Billings' annual Faculty 
Excellence Awards. Over 
250 students, faculty and 
community members joined 
in to honor the particular 
success of nine exceptional 
faculty members and the 
years of dedicated service of 
many more. 

Dr. Matthew Anderson, 
a lecturer who teaches 
geography as well as many 
of the biological and physical 

By MUM Billings 
News Services 

Jessequa Yerger, a senior 
art student at Montana State 
University Billings, will 
exhibit a body of work based 
on her experiences and 
observations working as a 
pharmacy technician. 

The show, "Prescription for 
Failure," will be on display 
in the Student Gallery on 
the main floor of the Liberal 
Arts Building from April 14 
through April 30.  

sciences, 	received 	the 
Excellence Award for non-
tenured faculty in recognition 
of his excellence in research 
and innovation in teaching. 

Joseph D. Bryan, Adjunct 
Professor in the History 
Department, received 
the Excellence award for 
part time faculty for his 
willingness to go out of his 
way for his students. 

Katherine Pfau, instructor 
in automotive technology 
at City College, received 
the City College Leadership 
award for her passion and 
effectiveness as an instructor. 

The series, Yerger said, 
expresses her experiences and 
observations from working in 
pharmacies for the past seven 
years. She explores issues 
that people face on a day-to-
day basis with prescription 
medications as well as problems 
that we face as a community 
and a nation. Yerger takes her 
inspiration from processes 
and experimentation with a 
variety of mediums from clay 
to photography. 

A Montana native, Yerger 
will graduate from MSU 

Sarah Knobel, an instructor 
in photography and new 
media, was given the Winston 
and Helen Cox Fellowship 
Award for her extraordinary 
talent as an artist as well as 
her dedication to her students 
and the university. 

Dr. Tessie Rose Baily, an 
assistant professor in the 
Educational Theory and 
Practice Department, also 
received a Faculty Excellence 
Award as well as Dr Susan J. 
Gilbertz, associate professor 
of environmental studies, 
social sciences and cultural 
studies, and Tami Haaland, 

Billings with a bachelor's 
degree in art education. For 
the last two years she has been 
involved with both of MSU 
Billings art clubs. She has also 
been active in the Art Students' 
League and Potters' Guild, 
both of which she serves as 
the co-president, organizing 
fundraisers and workshops. 
She also student teaches at 
Billings Senior High School. 

Her love for learning comes 
from her parents who always 
involved their children in 
their own explorations of  

professor 	of 	English, 
philosophy 	and 	modern 
languages. 

Dr. Maggie McBride, 
associate professor in the 
Mathematics Department, 
received the Promoting 
International Student Success 
Award from the hands of one 
of her international students. 

Finally, Sue Winn, RN, 
instructor of nursing at 
City College, received 
the Outstanding Service 
Learning Faculty Award for 
her dedication to making sure 
community service is a real 
part of nursing. 

knowledge. Growing up she 
remembers when the laundry 
room would transform into a 
darkroom and using Photoshop 
to repair old torn up photos. 
Those investigative processes 
were the best part about learning 
something new. Verger's love 
for learning is something she 
hopes to pass on to her future 
students. The Student Gallery 
is open during regular semester 
hours, Monday through Friday, 
8 a.m. to 4 p.m. For more 
information, contact the art 
department at 657-2324. 

CITY COLLEGE STUDENTS 
ADVANCE TO THE 50TH 
ANNUAL SKILLS USA 
NATIONAL COMPETITION 
By MSU Billings 
News Services 

Two City College students 
earned gold medals this 
week at the state SkillsUSA 

competition and will advance 
to the national competition this 
summer. 

SkillsUSA is a partnership of 
students, teachers and industry 
working together to develop a 
strong workforce for America. 

Working against the clock and 
each other, participants from around 
the state proved their expertise in 
job skills for occupations such as 
automotive technology, computer 
electronics, technical drafting, 
precision machining and medical 
assisting. 

City College students Matthew 
Tucker, automotive, and Scott 
Dark, welding, each swept their 
competitive categories and will 
represent Montana at the 50th 
annual SkillsUSA national 
competition. 

Christian Watts came in second in 
the diesel competition while Brandon 
Hammond, Ian Hannah and Chris 
Murphy earned bronze medals in 
their events. 

Gold medalist lbcker, who 
competed in the automotive technology 
category, said the competition was 
challenging and rewarding. 

"The best part of the competition 
is that it shows competitors their 
strengths and also the areas they 
need improvement," he said. "The 
event is built to challenge you." 

Among earning medals and 
prizes, students will compete for 
competitive scholarships. 

"The national-level will be even 
more challenging and intense, and I'm 
looking very forward to it," he said. 

More than 15,000 people—
including students, teachers and 
business partners are expected to 
participate in the week-long event June 
23-27 in Kansas City, Mo. 

Of those, iliore than 6,000 
outstanding students—all state contest 
winners—will compete hands-on in 
nearly 100 different trade, technical and 
leadership fields. 

"I'm going to work very hard to 
make sure I'm on top of my game," 
Ricker said. "I plan to keep working on 
my strong points while putting special 
emphasis on my weak points to make 
sure I'm a well-rounded competitor." 

The National SkillsUSA 
Championship showcases die skills of 
post-secondary students with the help of 
indusuy professionals, trade associations 
and labor organizations. Test competency 
standards are set by industry. 

"It's an opportunity for students 
to show off not only their academic 
abilities but the great professional 
skills they're learning at City 
College," Kat Pfau, City College's 
SkillsUSA advisor, said. 

At last  year's competition, City 
College students swept two categories, 
earning gold medals in both 
automotive and diesel technology. 
Four students advanced to the national 
level. Of those, three placed in the 
top 25  third place in collision 
repair, eighth in diesel technology 
and eleventh in automotive 
technology. 


