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Culture  

MSUB LIBRARY CELEBRATES NATIONAL POETRY MONTH AND CULTURE 

culture.msubretortorg 

By AsNee Twiford 
cultureemsubnetortorg 

I n the spirit of National 
Poetry Month, the Montana 
State University Billings 

Library hosted a two-part series 
of poetry readings featuring 
students and faculty. 

The first part occurred the 
first week of April and mostly 
featured students from any 
department. Brent Roberts, the 
director of the library, reported how 
surprised he was to see the amount  

of international student turnout. 
Many of them read their poems in 
either Arabic or Spanish after they 
briefly described what it was about. 
"It was interesting trying to pick 
up on the rhythm of the sounds in 
order to understand what they were 
saying," Roberts said. 

The second part of the 
Poetry Month readings 
featured MSUB English faculty 
Bernard Quetchenbach and 
Tami Haaland. They each had 
opportunities to read published 
and non-published, newer pieces  

to a room full of students and 
faculty. Audience members 
were also treated with poems 
written in Haaland's and 
Quetchenbach's undergraduate 
careers. The evening was calm; 
jokes were about the necessary 
staples that every poet should 
cover including poems about 
the west, a literary critic, and a 
dog (not necessarily all at once). 
Audience members, presumably 
all fans of poetry, left feeling 
entertained and gratified by the 
experience. 

These National Poetry Month 
readings fit into the library's 
mission of the larger project they 
are trying to accomplish. The 
library, as Roberts said, is meant 
to be a center in the culture that 
is on campus. He said that if the 
library wants to be a "temple of 
knowledge," the people who run 
it should facilitate that kind of 
culture as well. The intention is 
to get the work of the University 
faculty out and the community 
in. "1 think they want to connect 
to the knowledge that is here," 
Roberts said. "We have a gold 
mine of faculty expertise." The 
events that the library hosts are 
meant to lift the curtain and 
display the experts that are here. 

Last semester's event 
schedule had an excellent 
turnout from every department 
for the Civil War series. It really 
combined all areas of study into 
one collective goal. History 
faculty were presenting facts 
about the era. English faculty 
had the chance to discuss Civil 
War poetry. Even the College 
of Allied Health presented a 
lecture on medicinal practices 
in the battlefields. Not only were 
affiliates with the university 
attending the series, but 
members from the community 
loved it as well. Roberts has 
received a lot of positive 
feedback about the events, 
too. "One lady approached me 
after the International Women's 
History panels earlier this 
semester," he said, "and [she] 
told me they had changed her 
life for the better." 

This past Thesday the 15th 
brought their last event, The 
Buffalo Bill Cowboy Band, but 
big plans are being made for 
a 12-part series next year. It's 
going to be similar to the Civil 
War series, but this one will be 
commemorating the centennial 
of the start of the first World War. 
Roberts reports that it's still in 
the early stages, but every email 
from contributors is filled with 
enthusiasm and he, as well as 
others, should be excited about 
their excitement. 

DANCE THROUGH 
LIFE: FOLLOW 
YOUR PASSION 
By Patricia Hampton 
guesteponsubretortmg 

We all need to realize 
how meaningful and 
important it is for each 

of us to identify our passions, allow 
ourselves the time to make that 
passion a regular part of our lives, 
and let that passion lead us in the 
dance of life to new heights and 
triumphs. 

Dance Through Life: Follow 
Your Passion — this may seem 
uncharacteristic as a method of 
describing and summing up four 
years of studying English and 
Spanish; after all, my degree 
frequently involves hours tucked 
away in a nook in the Temple of 
Knowledge with cramped limbs 
pouring over literary anthologies 
and novels, or staring at a screen 
tapping away at a literary analysis. 
But in many ways my academic 
life and dance have been linked 
inseparably. While I implemented 
my knowledge of language and 
grammar to read, analyze, and 
express myself through my writing 
in the classroom, expressing myself 
with a pair of dance heels to a beat 
has a great deal to do with why I am 
where I am today. 

Donald Trump argued "Without 
passion you don't have energy, 
without energy you have nothing." 
My passion is dance. 

When I was first registering to 
begin my career at MSU Billings 
for an English degree and double 
education certification, it was 
recommended that I complete my 
degree in five years. That was four 
years ago, and I am graduating this 
semester. 

Referring back to Trump's 
comment, I would not have had the 
energy to accomplish this and so 
many other things if not for dance. 

Our passions relieve us of our 
stresses. 

Passions allow us to sojourn 
briefly from reality 

Passions provide us with a 
sense of peace and a confidence in 
ourselves 

Passions remind us of who we are. 
And passions often bring us 

closer to those who are most 
important in our lives. 

So for those of you who are 
working, either at a job or at your 
academics, day in and day out, take 
this to heart. Find your passion 
and embrace it. It will grant you 
the energy to accomplish far more 
than if you were to go through the 
hum-drum day to day life with no 
incentive or drive. 


